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Chairman’s Introduction        

On behalf of the Oneida-Herkimer Solid Waste Management Authority I am pleased to present 
the 2025 Annual Report. This year marked the 37th anniversary of the Authority’s formation 
and reflects our continued commitment to serving the residents and business es of Oneida and 
Herkimer Counties. 

In 2025, the Authority maintained stable solid waste tipping fees, with no cost increases for 
residents or businesses. Careful planning and a diversified revenue base have allowed the 
Authority to remain financially strong while continuing to provide relia ble and essential 
services. 

The Authority made significant progress in reducing its outstanding debt, paying down 
$1,830,000 in principle. The remaining balance of $3,962,593 is scheduled to be paid in full by 
April 1, 2026. The Authority is proud to continue operating without taking  on any new debt. 

The Authority also continued to build financial reserves for future landfill expansions and 
capital improvements. These reserves are intended to support the Authority’s five -year Capital 
Plan and reduce the need for borrowing for future equipment and infra structure investments. 

In 2025, the Authority experienced increased revenue from investment interest as interest 
rates stabilized. Total interest earnings for the year were $2,050,661, further strengthening the 
Authority’s financial position.  

Operationally, the Authority continued to receive strong volumes of Municipal Solid Waste, 
Construction and Demolition Debris, Sludge, Source-Separated Organics and Contaminated Soil. 
Municipal Solid Waste tonnage increased by 2,845 tons. These waste strea ms play an important 
role in maintaining stable rates while managing rising operating costs.  

In both 2024 and 2025, Oneida and Herkimer Counties were impacted by several severe natural 
disasters. In 2024, a tornado caused extensive damage in portions of the City of Rome. In 2025, 
another tornado affected Clark Mills, Westmoreland and their surroun ding communities, while 
heavy snowfall in northern areas resulted in multiple structural collapses. Through its reduced 
tipping fee program for natural disaster debris, established in 2020, the Authority assisted 
affected municipalities by lowering disposal costs during recovery efforts. As a result, the 
Authority saved communities in Oneida and Herkimer Counties a total of $462,458 in tipping 
fees. In addition, the Authority provided cleanup and grinding services for green waste 
generated by these events at no cost to the communities.  

I am proud of the hard work and dedication of the Authority’s employees and the leadership of 
my fellow Authority members. As we continue to manage the region’s waste and recyclables in 
a safe, reliable, and environmentally responsible manner, I invite you  to review this report and 
learn more about how the Authority serves our communities.  

 

 

 

Kenneth A. Long, Chairman 
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Board of Directors 

The Oneida-Herkimer Solid Waste Management Authority Board of Directors consists of ten 

members representing a broad range of public and private sector experience. Board of Director 

members are public officers with legal, fiduciary, financial, and ethical responsibilities to the 

Authority. Three members are appointed by the Herkimer County Legislature, four by the  

Oneida County Board of Legislators, and three by the Oneida County Executive.   



 

  
  Oneida-Herkimer Solid Waste Authority 2025 Annual Report 

Page 6  

 

 

 

2025 Adopted Resolutions 

 

No. 1 – Reconciliation of 2024 Budget and 2024 Budget Amendments to Reflect 2024 Actual 

(3/17/25) 

No. 2 – Approval of Oneida-Herkimer Solid Waste Management Authority Mission Statement 

and Performance Measures and Approval of Performance Measure Report for 2024 (3/17/25)  

No. 3 – Approval of Annual Board of Directors Evaluation of Board Performance (3/17/25)  

No. 4 – Appointment of Contracting Officer Responsible for the Disposition of Authority 

Property and Approval of the Procedure for the Disposition of Authority Property (3/17/25)  

No. 5 – Approval of Procurement Policy and Designation of Sole Source Vendors (3/17/25)  

No. 6 – Authorizing and Directing the Executive Director to Submit/Certify All Reports Required 

by the Public Authorities Accountability Act (3/17/25)  

No. 7 – Approval of Code of Ethics Policy (modified) and Fraud Policy (3/17/25)  

No. 8 – Approval of Reduced Tip Fee for Disposal of Disaster Debris from the Town of Trenton 

Clean-Up from Winter Storms that Occurred in February 2025 (3/17/25)  

No. 9 – Approval of Reduced Tip Fee for Disposal of Disaster Debris from the Trenton Joint Fire 

District Clean-Up from Winter Storms that Occurred in February 2025 (3/17/25)  

No. 10 – Designation of Unrestricted Funds Toward Established Authority Capital Reserve Funds 

(3/17/25) 

No. 11 – Authorizing the First Amendment to the Gas Rights and Development Agreement 

Between the Oneida-Herkimer Solid Waste Management Authority and Oneida-Herkimer RNG, 

LLC (3/17/25) 

Robert Julian 1988-1990
A. Frank Dolan 1988-1991
Michael Lane 1988-1992

David Link 1988-1995
R.W. Burrows, Jr. 1988-1995

Dr. Guy Wilcox 1988-2004
Gerald C. Brodock 1988-2005
Robert McLaughlin 1988-2009
Charles Patterson 1992-1995

Louis Critelli 1992-2008
Alfred A. Barbato, Sr. 1995-2004

Donald L. Gross 1995-2013
David Yeaton 1997-2008

Harry A. Hertline 1998-2023
Larry Barton 2004-2005

Neil C. Angell 2004-2023
Vincent Casale 2009-2013

Alicia Dicks 2009-2014
Robert J. Roberts, III 2009-2018

Former Board Members
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No. 12 – Approval of Reduced Tip Fee for Disposal of Disaster Debris from the Village of Camden 

from Clean-Up from Winter Storms that Occurred in February 2025 (5/12/25)  

No. 13 – Approval of Reduced Tip Fee for Disposal of Disaster Debris from the Village of Ilion 

from Clean-Up from Severe Winds that Occurred in July 2024 (5/12/25)  

No. 14 – Approval of Reduced Tip Fee for the City of Rome Clean-Up from the July 16, 2024 

Tornado (5/12/25) 

No. 15 – Approval of Reduced Tip Fee for Disposal of Disaster Debris from the Volunteer Fire 

Co. of Western, Inc. from Clean-Up from Winter Storms that Occurred in February 2025 

(5/12/25) 

No. 16 – Approval of Reduced Tip Fee for Disposal of Disaster Debris from the Town of Annsville 

from Clean-Up from Winter Storms that Occurred in February 2025 (5/12/25)  

No. 17 – Approval of Investment Policy and Investment Guidelines (6/16/25)  

No. 18 – Approval of Reduced Tip Fee for the City of Rome Clean-Up from the July 16, 2024 

Tornado (6/16/25) 

No. 19 – Approval of Reduced Tip Fee for Disposal of Disaster Debris from the Town of Camden 

from Clean-Up from Winter Storms that Occurred in February 2025 (6/16/25)  

No. 20 – Approval of Reduced Tip Fee for Disposal of Disaster Debris from the Town of Trenton 

from Clean-Up from Winter Storms that Occurred in February 2025 (6/16/25)  

No. 21 – Approval of Reduced Tip Fee for Disposal of Disaster Debris from the Town of Trenton 

from Clean-Up from the Winter Storms that Occurred in February 2025 (9/15/25)  

No. 22 – Approval of Reduced Tip Fee for Disposal of Disaster Debris from the Town of 

Forestport from Clean-Up from the Winter Storms that Occurred in February 2025 (9/15/25)  

No. 23 – Authorizing and Directing the Executive Director to Submit/Certify the Short 

Environmental Assessment Form as Required by the State Environmental Quality Review Act for 

Construction of the Eastern Transfer Station Stormwater Outfall (11/11/2025)  

No. 24 – Commending Conkling Elementary School Green Team as 2025 Recycling Champion 

(12/10/2025) 

No. 25 – Approval of 2026 Oneida-Herkimer Solid Waste Management Authority Budget, 2026 

Rate Schedule and the Solid Waste Collection and Disposal Permit Rules and Regulations 

(12/15/25) 

No. 26 – 2025 Supplemental Appropriations and Budget Transfers (12/15/25)  

No. 27 – Authorizing and Directing the Issuance of a Draft Request for Proposals for the 

Transportation of Nonrecyclable Solid Waste (12/15/25) 

No. 28 – Approval of Professional Service Agreement with Trainor Associates, Inc. (12/15/25)  

No. 29 – Establish Regular Meeting Dates for 2026 and Designate Official Newspapers for 

Publication of Legal Notices (12/15/25) 

No. 30 – Election of Officers and Committee Members for 2026 (12/15/25)  

No. 31 – Appointment of Hailey Hutchinson to the Position of Authority Board Secretary, 

Effective January 1, 2026 (12/15/25) 

No. 32 – Commending the Service of Authority Board Secretary Jodi M. Tuttle (12/15/25)  
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Authority Mission Statement     

The Authority’s mission is the management of the region’s solid waste and 

recyclable material in an environmentally sound, cost-effective, efficient and 

safe manner. The Authority remains committed to maintaining and enhancing 

the region’s self-reliant integrated solid waste management system while 

protecting the health, safety and welfare of the region. 

The Oneida-Herkimer Solid Waste Management Authority is a New York public benefit 

corporation established in 1988 by the passage of Article 8, Title 13 -FF of the New York Public 

Authority Law to address solid waste disposal challenges, expand waste reduction and recycling 

programs, and ensure long-term disposal capacity for non-recyclable waste in Oneida and 

Herkimer Counties. With this charge and mandatory recycling laws being enacted by both 

Counties, the Authority developed a comprehensive, integrated solid waste management 

system, serving residents, businesses, industries and institutions in Oneida and Herkimer 

Counties. The Authority’s system prioritizes waste reduction, maximizes recycling and ensures 

safe, cost-effective disposal options for non-recyclable waste.  

The Authority is governed by a 10-member Board of Directors, 

has 83 employees and has an annual operating budget of 

approximately $23 million. The Authority owns and operates a 

recycling center, household hazardous waste collection 

facility, two EcoDrops, green waste composting facility, 

landfill, three transfer stations and a source separated 

organics processing facility. The Authority developed the 

region’s first Local Solid Waste Management plan in 1991, 

which established its fully integrated system. The plan has 

been fully implemented and extends through 2026.   

In 2007, the Authority won in a landmark United States Supreme Court case, United Haulers 

Association, Inc. v. Oneida-Herkimer Solid Waste Management Authority . The Court’s decision 

upheld the Authority’s flow control ordinances, which require solid waste generated within 

Oneida and Herkimer Counties to be delivered to the Authority’s facilities only. The decision 

affirmed the ability of local governments to manage solid waste through public systems, and 

established a national legal precedent supporting solid waste management, environmental 

protection and long-term planning. 

The Authority’s revenue structure is primarily fee -for-service, with a system tip fee being 

charged on all non-recyclable waste delivered to Authority facilities. These fees cover the 

majority of the Authority’s operating expenses. Additional revenue is gene rated through 

investments, sale of landfill gas, carbon credits, and recyclables and applying for grants. The 

Authority receives no funding from Oneida or Herkimer Counties.  
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2025 Performance Measure Report 

Performance Measure: Implementation of Local Solid Waste Management 

Plan (LSWMP) including continuous review and application of new technologies 

for all systems, facilities and processes 

➢ Completed 6th full year of operation of the Authority’s Source-Separated Organics 

Processing Facility (Food2Energy), processing 5,506 tons of food waste from local 

businesses and residents and conveying it via pipeline to the Oneida County Water 

Pollution Control Plant for energy recovery. 

➢ Supported waste reduction through the NYS Product Stewardship Cou ncil.  

➢ Completed 14th year of operation at the Oneida-Herkimer Recycling Center, processing 

40,546 tons of recyclables and achieving an overall 51% recycling rate for Oneida and 

Herkimer Counties. 

➢ Continued operation of the landfill gas to electricity facility at the Regional Landfill and 

installed 11 new gas collection wells, bringing the total to 177 wells.  

➢ Safely disposed of 194,470 tons of Municipal Solid Waste and beneficially reused 42,832 

tons of material at the Regional Landfill.  

➢ Mohawk Valley Materials completed Cell 8 construction, adding 9.4 acres of lined area.  

➢ Processed 8,058 tons of green waste into compost at the Green Waste Composting 

Facility. 

➢ Safely disposed of 23,874 gallons of household hazardous waste from over 14,000 

households and recycled 30,915 gallons of paint through the PaintCare program. 

➢ Recycled 252 tons of electronics. 

➢ Continued working with Oneida and Herkimer County and Green Teams. 

➢ Achieved higher than expected waste densities at the Regional Landfill using GPS 

technology and compaction equipment, extending the landfill’s projected lifespan.  

Performance Measure: Compliance with environmental, employee health and 

safety and all other federal and state regulatory requirements 

➢ Maintained compliance with all facility permits and regulations, including the 6 NYCRR 

Part 360 Solid Waste Management Facilities Regulations effective November 2017.  

➢ Developed and submitted required annual reports for all Authority facilities, as well as 

Title V air permits, State Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (SPEDES) certifications, 

landfill closure/post closure reports, and quarterly environmental monitori ng reports. 

➢ Completed the NYSDEC State Agency Environmental Audit and conducted weekly 

inspections for RLF SPEDES compliance. 

➢ Continued comprehensive employee health and safety training following New York State 

Public Employee Safety and Health (PESH) standards, covering topics such as hazard 

communication, emergency response, confined space, workplace harassment, 

bloodborne pathogens and stormwater pollution prevention.  
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➢ Held regular safety committee meetings with staff and administration to review safety 

issues, operational recommendations and provide written responses to all concerns.   
➢ Employees received or renewed Landfill Operator Certifications through the New York 

State Association for Solid Waste Management.  

Performance Measure: Maintenance of long-term stable rates and prudent 

fiscal management 

➢ Tipping fees remained unchanged in 2025 and are still lower than in 1992. 

➢ The Finance committee directed senior management to develop a five-year financial 

plan forecasting revenues, expenses, capital needs and future tipping fees.  

➢ Revenues included $2,088,269 from sale of recyclables (down 14% or $334,322 from 

2024), $479,934 from landfill gas sales, $955,244 in recycling processing fees from 

Oswego, Lewis and Fulton Counties, and $754,645 from the sale of carbon credits.  

➢ The Authority added $1,886,494 to its net asset position, continued deposits to the 

landfill equipment replacement and closure funds,  and funded future landfill cell 

expansions.  

➢ Long-term debt decreased by $1,830,000 in 2025, totaling a  $8,680,000 reduction over 

five years, and capital improvements and equipment purchases totaled $8,303,306.  

➢ The Authority assisted in saving communities $462,458 in reduced tipping fees for 

natural disaster debris. 

Performance Measure: 100% compliance with all ABO reporting requirements 

and operating with full transparency and good governance  

➢ Filed all reports with the ABO (Authorities Budget Office) on time and updated the 

Authority website to reflect ABO requirements. All Board of Director members and 

senior management completed mandatory ABO training.  

➢ The Governance Committee and staff reviewed ABO guidance, evaluated policies and 

recommended updates to the full  Board of Directors. Policies reviewed and approved 

included procurement, property disposition, ethics and whistleblower policies, as well 

as the Authority’s mission statement and performance measures.  

➢ Continued transparent operations, including posting all Board of Directors and 

committee meeting agendas and minutes online, publicly auctioning surplus equipment, 

and conducing a public hearing on the 2026 budget before submission to counties and 

state officials. 
➢ The Finance Committee held four meetings, including one joint finance -audit committee 

meeting, reviewed the five-year financial plan and investment policy, and met with 

independent auditors to review the 2025 audit. 
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2025 Highlights and Notable Events 

Reduced Tipping Fee Program        

In 2020, the Authority introduced a new program to assist local municipalities in Oneida and 

Herkimer Counties when natural disasters occur. The program must be applied for and offers  

reduced tipping fees for disposal of disaster debris and for developers working on clean-up 

projects. 

The Authority’s fee schedule now includes both a natural disaster debris tipping fee and a 

Brownfield clean-up/IDA project tipping fee at rates of $42/ton. Both programs must be 

approved through the application process. 

In 2024 and 2025, Oneida and Herkimer Counties experienced multiple natural disaster events. 

In the summer of 2024, a tornado caused damage within the City of Rome  and in 2025, another 

tornado impacted the Towns of Westmoreland and Kirkland and their surrounding areas. 

Cleanup activities from both events are ongoing. The City of Rome also applied for assistance 

for the cleanup of several additional sites, including St. Mary’s Church, the Wire Mill buildings 

located on Erie Boulevard and Ridge Street, and a portion of the former Rome Manufacturing 

property.  

During the winter of 2025, Northern Oneida and Herkimer Counties experienced record 

snowfall, resulting in multiple building collapses. The Towns of Western, Trenton, Camden, and 

Annsville sustained building losses and applied for reduced tipping fees to a ssist with cleanup 

efforts. 

In 2025, the Village of Newport applied for a reduced tipping fee for the demolition of an 

abandoned school building. The demolition was completed at the reduced rate, and the site 

will now be prepared for future development.  

AmIRecyclable App 

In the Fall of 2025, the Authority worked with Hamilton College to develop an app modeled 

after the AmIRecyclable search on the Authority’s website. Hamilton College seniors Angel 

Apollos, Ricaldo Lewis and Mia Wrisley chose the Authority as a client for t heir computer 

science senior project. After discussing the existing AmIRecyclable function, the team worked 

with Authority Recycling Coordinator Eileen Brinck to develop an offline app version of 

AmIRecyclable that is available on the Apple App Store and Google Play Store. The app can 

track the users’ location to make sure they are within Oneida and Herkimer Counties, take 

photos of items to provide disposal instructions and has a kids’ section with a recycling 

sorting game. The Authority will continue this  relationship with Hamilton College Computer 

Science to maintain and update the app, which had 250 downloads within the first three 

months. 
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Bale Breaks 

In the Summer of 2025, Authority staff along with a college student intern, conducted bale 

break audits of the plastic recyclables that are sent out for recycling. PET, HDPE Colored, 

HDPE Natural and 3-7 Mix bales were pulled apart and hand sorted to see what recyclables 

and non recyclables they contained. The results of the bale breaks were recorded and ph otos 

were taken of each bale before and after being sorted. This data will be saved and be used as 

a reference for the composition of the items that are separated and sent out for recycling.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PET Before PET After 



 

  
  Oneida-Herkimer Solid Waste Authority 2025 Annual Report 

Page 13  

 

Cell 8 Construction  

In 2023, seven bids were received by the Authority for the construction of landfill Cell 8. Each 

bid was evaluated for compliance with specifications for the project by the Authority’s 

consulting engineer, Barton and Loguidice. The bid price of $7,075,171.91 by Mohawk Valley 

Materials was determined to be an acceptable low bid. In 2024, Mohawk Valley Materials 

worked to screen soil to be used as a part of the landfill liner system and excavated Cell 8 to 

subgrade. In September 2025 construction was completed, adding 9 acres of lined area.  

Authority Facilities and Program Updates 

Oneida-Herkimer Recycling Center        

The Oneida-Herkimer Recycling Center opened in 

1991 and was widely recognized as the start of a 

new era of environmental management in 

Central New York. Serving all households in the 

region, as well as more than 400 businesses and 

industries, the Authority ’s recycling system is 

regarded as one of the most comprehensive in 

the nation. Since opening, the recycling center 

has processed over 1.27 million tons of 

recyclable materials. 

Originally constructed with state-of-the-art dual-stream 

sorting technology, the recycling center has operated 

continuously for more than 30 years. In 2011, the Authority 

constructed a high-efficiency single-stream processing 

system, which became operational in January 2012 and 

replaced the dual-stream system. The system utilizes 

mechanical star screens and optical sorting technology and 

was further enhanced in 2024 with the approval of a three-

year agreement for the installation and maintenance of two 

AI-powered sorting robots. Using advanced AI vision 

software, the robots identify and sort recyclable materials by 

type, while collecting detailed data that supports system 

optimization and targeted recycling education.  

Single-stream processing has increased convenience for residents and businesses by allowing 

all recyclables to be mixed together. This has given waste haulers the opportunity to become 

more efficient with vehicle mileages, labor costs and truck emissions , further supporting the 

Authority’s mission.  
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Once sorted, the Authority 

directly markets the recyclable 

materials and maintains 

business relationships with 

approximately 40 local and 

interstate buyers. In 2025, the 

Authority processed and 

marketed $2,088,269 in 

recyclables. 

Global recycling markets were 

significantly impacted by 

China’s National Sword Policy 

beginning in 2018, resulting in 

historically low commodity 

prices. While market values for 

all materials have since 

rebounded, the Authority’s 

system is designed to serve as 

a market of last resort, 

ensuring recyclables continue 

to be properly processed even during market downturns. This stability is supported by the 

Authority’s integrated system and tipping fee structure, which can subsidize recycling 

operations when necessary.  
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Out of County Recyclables 

Under its enabling legislation, the Authority is authorized to 

process recyclables that are generated outside of the 

region. Once investing in its state-of-the-art single stream 

processing system, the Authority demonstrated excess 

capacity, allowing additional recyclables to be processed 

beyond Oneida and Herkimer Counties. The Authority has 

maintained intergovernmental agreements for the 

processing and marketing of recyclables with Oswego 

County since 2013, Lewis County since 2016 and Fulton 

County since 2017. Current five-year agreements are in place with each county – Oswego 

County through December 2028, Lewis County through December 2027 and Fulton County 

through December 2026. Operating experience with these counties has demonstrated the 

Authority’s ability to accept additional tonnage without increasing fixed costs.  

In 2025, the recycling center processed 11,745 tons of out -of-region recyclables. Tipping fees 

collected for this material cover processing costs and provide additional revenue to help offset 

operating expenses. 

Private Recycling Initiatives 

Each year, the Authority collects information on private recycling activities  from industries and 

institutions to more accurately reflect the region’s overall recycling rate. In 2025, paper and 

electronic surveys were distributed to about 1,000 local entities to gather private recycling 

data. 

Privately recycled materials extend 

beyond common household items 

and include pallets, industrial sludge, 

food waste, plastic films and textiles. 

As more industries begin 

implementing extended producer 

responsibility practices and 

procedures the Authority anticipates 

seeing an increase in privately 

recycled materials across the region. 

In 2025, a reported total of 247,228 

tons of material were privately 

recycled.  
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RecycleOne Campaign 

The Authority maintained a strong recycling performance in 

2025, achieving an overall recycling rate of 51% in Oneida and 

Herkimer Counties. This is significantly greater than the 

national recycling rate of 32%. Continued, consistent 

communication remains essential to reinforce proper 

recycling guidelines and reduce contamination.  

To support this effort, the Authority continued its RecycleOne 

public education campaign throughout 2025. The campaign 

promotes the convenience of single-stream recycling and 

reached residents through radio, television, web, and print 

media. The Authority also provided informational posters, 

recycling reminders, and RecycleOne bin decals to haulers and 

municipalities to deliver clear recycling messages directly to 

residents. 

Business Recycling Program 

The Authority continued to promote its Business Recycling Program, which assists businesses, 

industries, schools, and other commercial establishments with starting and maintaining 

effective recycling programs and reducing overall waste generation.  

Through free waste assessments and audits, the Authority 

evaluates existing waste and recycling practices, identifies 

waste generation points, assesses participation and 

compliance, and identifies opportunities to increase 

recyclable material recovery. The program also includes a 

voluntary RecycleOne Business Certification, recognizing 

organizations that demonstrate leadership in waste reduction, 

recycling, and energy conservation. 

 

In 2025, The Authority began working with Indium Corporation on a 

RecycleOne Business Certification. Due to many of its customers looking for 

data on sustainability efforts, and already having such programs in place , 

Indium Corporation is an ideal candidate for the RecycleOne Business 

Certification. 
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2025 Recycling Champion  

At the Authority’s December 2025 Board 

of Directors meeting, the Utica City 

School District’s Conkling Elementary 

School Green Team was recognized with 

the 2025 Recycling Champion Award. 

Each year, the Authority recognizes a 

local business, organization or school that 

has taken initiatives to reduce their solid 

waste stream through recycling and 

proper disposal. The Conkling Elementary 

School Green Team has been working to 

educate staff and fellow students on the 

importance of recycling and sustainability for the last five years. The green team is made up of 

an average of 15 5th and 6th graders and is student-led with a president, vice president, 

treasurer, secretary and reporter.  

As it started up, the Green Team focused on classroom recycling 

with weekly collections and providing recycling education for 

the entire school by inviting Authority staff for assemblies and 

presentations. The team’s reporter also began sharing recycling 

tips and activities during the school’s morning announcements. 

After gaining more experience, the Green Team began 

expanding on their efforts with more initiatives like holding a 

Plastic Film Challenge for the school, planting and maintaining a 

garden bed and collecting deposit cans and bottles. The team 

also tours the recycling center each year to learn more about 

recycling and how the facility operates.  

The Authority donated a tumbling compost bin to the Conkling 

Elementary School Green Team in 2025, which plans to start 

composting cafeteria food scraps in the Spring of 2026. The Green 

Team will be trained on what and how to compost and how to 

educate others about what can and cannot be composted. The 

compost that is created from the cafeteria food scraps will be used 

in the team’s garden bed and for other landscaping projects on the 

school’s grounds.  

The Authority will continue working with the Conkling Elementary 

School Green Team and the Utica City School District for many 

years to come. 
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Green Waste Composting Facility        

 

In 2025, The Authority’s Green Waste Composting Facility completed its 32nd year of operation. 

The facility opened in 1992 and serves approximately two-thirds of the region’s population  

including residents, municipalities, waste haulers and landscapers. Composting organic 

material is a critical component of waste reduction, complementing traditional recycling efforts 

and reducing reliance on landfills. In 2025, the facility received 8,058 tons of green waste, 

including grass, leaves, and brush. Material is ground, formed into windrows, and turned as 

needed to promote natural decomposition in compliance with New York State regulations. This  

process produces the Authority’s high-quality green waste compost. 

Authority compost is available in convenient 45-pound bags or in bulk. In 2025, 

11,057 bags were sold, reflecting strong demand from local residents seeking 

a convenient way to obtain compost. Approximately 40 local businesses and 

municipalities regularly purchase bulk compost from the Authority. In addition 

to bagged sales, 4,364 cubic yards of bulk compost were sold in 2025. 

U.S. Composting Council Certification 

Since 1997, the Authority has produced and marketed over 145,280 cubic yards of high -quality 

bulk municipal yard waste compost. In September 2013, the compost received U.S. Composting 

Council (USCC) Seal of Testing Assurance (STA) certification,  which is the nation’s leading 

compost testing and labeling program. This certification ensures that all compost is rigorously 

tested by third-party laboratories for chemical, physical, and biological quality, as well as EPA 

health and safety standards for pathogens and metals. 
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The Authority’s finished compost is made entirely from processed 

brush, leaves, and grass clippings, fully cured and screened to one -half 

inch. USCC STA certification allows professional use in turf 

maintenance, grass seeding, and landscaping by the New York State 

Department of Transportation, New York State Thruway Authority, 

landscape architects, landscapers, and soil suppliers.  

Yard waste compost is available in bulk or convenient 1.2 cubic foot 

bags at both EcoDrop facilities and landscape supply centers. To date, 

the Authority has sold more than 260,305 bags, ensuring residents and 

businesses have access to consistent, high-quality compost. 

Composting Hops 

The FX Matt Brewing Company completed a project in 2014 to reduce the amount of material 

being sent to the landfill for disposal. A bio digester was installed to processes the brewery's 

wastewater, which produces methane gas that can provide up to 50% of the brewery’s energy 

demand. Solids like hops and grain are removed from the wastewater before passing through 

the bio digester and the hops are brought to the Authority’s compost site while the grain is sent 

to an animal feed manufacturer for reuse. 

The hops material is mixed with wood chips and non-cured compost and placed in a separate 

compost pile for decomposition. The hops compost is kept separate from the municipal yard 

waste compost and is utilized for special compost projects.  

The Authority began composting spent hops and grain from Saranac in 2014. In 2025, about 35 

tons of hops were delivered to the Authority for composting.  

Wood Pallets 

To assist local industries, clean wood pallets are accepted at the 

Authority’s Green Waste Composting Facility at a reduced fee. 

Pallets are ground into chips and shipped to market for use as 

animal bedding. In 2025, 323 tons of pallets were processed at t he 

site. 
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Brush Processing/Land Clearing Debris Facility 

The Authority operates a State-Registered Compost and 

Brush Processing Facility adjacent to the Western Transfer 

Station in Rome. In 2025, the facility received 1,607 tons 

of green waste. Oversized materials such as stumps, tree 

limbs, root balls, and compost tailings are managed at the 

Authority’s Registered Land Clearing Debris Facility in 

Rome, which received 420 tons in 2025. The Authority also 

operates a similar Land Clearing Debris Facility in Utica, 

which processed 568 tons of material in 2025.  

Food2Energy Facility 

The Food2Energy facility and program is an achievement in waste 

management and energy production, as well as an example of a successful 

partnership between local governments and agencies. 

2025 marked the six-year anniversary of the Authority’s Food2Energy program. The facility 

processed 5,506 tons of source-separated organic waste, all of which was diverted from the 

Regional Landfill. 

SSO Feasibility Study and Program History 

Food waste is approximately 22% of the total waste stream and can be disposed of as source -

separated organics instead of municipal solid waste. Examples of source-separated organic 
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(SSO) waste includes grocery store bakery and produce waste, institutional cafeteria and 

restaurant waste, and food production waste.  

In 2016, engineering consultants, Barton & Loguidice (B&L), 

were tasked to conduct a source-separated organics 

feasibility study. The study looked at the feasibility of 

processing the food waste and diverting it to the anaerobic 

digesters that the Oneida County Sewer District (OCSD) 

planned to install at the Oneida County Water Pollution 

Control Plant (WPCP) on Sewage Plant Road. The feasibility 

study also assessed the quantity of available organics, the 

type and sizing of the collection and processing equipment, 

including any upgrades to the Authority’s Eastern Transfer 

Station, and any potential issues for collection and 

processing. This project is consistent with the Authority’s Local Solid Waste Management Plan 

(LSWMP). The LSWMP calls for continued investigation of organics collection and outlets for 

diverted food waste.  

B&L determined that the separate collection and processing of commercial organics as a 

feedstock for the OCSD anaerobic digesters would be feasible  and in May 2017 the Authority 

Board of Directors authorized issuance of a Request For  Proposals (RFP) for the Source 

Separated Organics Processing Facility (SSOPF). One joint proposal from RRT Design and 

Construction (RRT) and the Authority’s consulting engineer, B&L was received. RRT has 

experience building and designing SSOPFs and also constructed the Authority’s single stream 

processing facility and was selected for the design, procurement and installation of the SSOPF.  

RRT completed construction of the $3.4 million facility in June 2019. The facility has been 

operational since then and is accepting organic waste from large generators, as well as 

voluntary disposal from smaller generators 

and residents.  

Packaging is separated from organic waste 

(food scraps). The recovered organic waste 

is turned into a slurry mixture and is 

discharged at the OCSD’s anaerobic 

digesters at the WPCP. The organic slurry 

used in the anaerobic digesters will help to 

produce enough energy to provide up to 25-

30% of OCSD’s power needs.  

The Food2Energy program provides an 

economic incentive for large generators to 

participate in the program through a reduced tipping fee of $40/ton for organics, in comparison 

to the 2025 $60/ton tipping fee for municipal solid waste in Oneida and Herkimer Counties.  
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Food2Energy Program Assistance 

The Authority assists with the Food2Energy program implementation and offers a variety of 

helpful resources to large waste generators and businesses interested in joining the effort. ARC 

Herkimer, ARC Oneida-Lewis, Chobani, Compassion Coalition Inc., Food Bank of CNY, HP Hood 

and McCraith Beverages participated in the Food2Energy Program in 2025 . Food waste was 

brought to the facility by haulers such as Natural Upcycling, Bliss Environmental Services, 

Northstar Recycling, Agri-Cycle Energy, Casella and CNY Green Bucket Project. 

In addition to the economic and environmental benefits, Food2Energy provides our region with 

the infrastructure to be ahead of the curve when it comes to organics mandate s. Starting 

January 1, 2022 large generators of organic waste producing at least two tons per week are 

now required to divert food waste from landfills through waste reduction, donation, or delivery 

to a certified anaerobic digestion or composting facility if such facilities are within 25 miles of 

the generator. On January 1, 2027 the law will be expanding to generators that produce at least 

one ton of organic waste per week or are located within 50 miles of an organics recycler. 

Donating excess edible food is also an option. Hospitals, Nursing Homes, Adult Care Facilities 

and K-12 Schools are currently exempt from this requirement.  
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Utica and Rome EcoDrop Facilities        

 

The Authority operates two EcoDrop facilities in Utica and Rome. Open six days a week, these 

facilities complement public and private collection systems by offering residents a convenient 

option for special or one-time waste disposal, as well as for those not subscribed to a regular 

collection service. EcoDrop brochures are available at all Authority facilities and are also 

distributed at the public events that the Authority participates in.  

EcoDrop Accepted Items
Items marked with ($) have a disposal fee.

Household Garbage ($)
Food2Energy Organics ($)

Lightbulbs

Construction and Demolition Debris ($)

Green Waste Truck/Trailer ($)
Tires ($)

Bulk Items ($)
Appliances w/ CFCs ($)

Clothing and Textiles
Empty Propane Tanks

Recyclables
Green Waste Bag/Car

Rechargeable Batteries
Automotive Batteries

Appliances
Motor Oil and Antifreeze

Electronics
Bulky Rigid Plastic
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Household Hazardous Waste Facility 

The Authority’s Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) Facility operated its 33rd season from April 

1st through September 30th, 2025, providing free disposal for residents of Oneida and Herkimer 

Counties. In 2025, the facility collected 23,874 gallons of HHW for safe disposal. The facility 

also serves select businesses and was one of the first permanent HHW facilities in the Northeast 

to accept a full range of hazardous materials and recycle paint.  

 

HHW includes products such as paints, cleaners, and fertilizers, which can harm the 

environment if improperly disposed. The facility is specially designed for the safe receiving, 

sorting, packaging, and storage of these materials. Since May 2022, the Autho rity has partnered 

with PaintCare, a national postconsumer paint collection program, recycling 30,915 gallons of 

paint in 2025. 
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To accommodate growing residential participation, the Authority added a dedicated HHW 

storage building at the Utica EcoDrop in 2018. This structure effectively doubled storage 

capacity and allows the Authority to safely collect hazardous, flammable, and po tentially 

dangerous substances for secure disposal.  

Conditionally exempt small quantity generators (CESQGs) and universal waste generators can 

drop off waste with prior approval. In 2025, 72 small businesses participated in the program, 

saving substantial disposal costs, while fees are charged to cover processing.  

Electronic Waste Drop-Off 

The electronic waste drop-off program allows 

residents, businesses, and institutions to deliver 

computers and electronic equipment year-round for 

recycling and proper disposal. Accepted items 

include computers, monitors, CPUs, keyboards, 

televisions, video equipment, printers, microwaves, 

and other electronics. In 2025, the program 

processed 252 tons of electronics, which is estimated 

to be over 50,000 individual items. Electronics are 

sent to a registered dismantler, where materials such 

as plastics, glass, and metals recovered for recycling 

or reuse. Hazardous components like mercury 

switches are safely processed, while high-value metals like gold and silver are recovered. 

Residents can recycle electronics at no charge, while businesses must schedule appointments 

and may incur fees. 

Fluorescent Light Bulb Drop-Off 

The Fluorescent Light Bulb (CFL) Drop-Off Program provides a safe disposal option for mercury-

containing bulbs. In 2025, over 19 tons of light bulbs were collected. In addition to the HHW 

Facility, fluorescent bulbs may be disposed of at participating reta ilers within Oneida and 

Herkimer Counties. 
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Authority Transfer Stations  

The Authority owns and operates two transfer stations: the Eastern Transfer Station in Utica 

and the Western Transfer Station in Rome. These facilities receive municipal solid waste, 

industrial/commercial waste, and construction and demolition debris from Oneida and 

Herkimer Counties. 

At both transfer stations, incoming waste 

is inspected to prevent the acceptance of 

hazardous materials and ensure 

compliance with state and local recycling 

laws. Industries are inventoried, and 

special waste is reviewed and approved 

prior to disposal.  

Waste from the transfer stations is 

hauled to the Regional Landfill by Fred 

Burrows Trucking and Excavating, LLC of 

Whitesboro. Following a competitive 

120-w bidding process, Burrows was 

awarded a five-year contract starting October 24, 2021, marking their fourth consecutive 

contract for this service. Their proposal offered the lowest total cost while meeting the 

Authority’s routing and equipment requirements.  

Transfer Station Disposal Data 

Waste delivered to the transfer stations from individual collection trucks is loaded into Fred 

Burrows’ high-capacity walking floor transfer trailers for transport to the Regional Landfill. The 

Authority maintains a fleet of approximately 40 trailers. Each tractor is equipped with a GPS 

tracking system, allowing real-time monitoring of route compliance, speed, and fuel usage.  
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Town Of Webb Transfer Station 

The Authority designed and constructed the Town of 

Webb Transfer Station, which opened in June 1994 to 

serve the northern portion of Herkimer County. The 

facility is designed to process approximately 2,500 tons 

per year of municipal solid waste and recyclables. The 

Town of Webb operates the facility, transporting waste 

to the Authority’s Regional Landfill and recyclables to the 

Recycling Center. Bulk metals are marketed to local scrap 

dealers. In 2025, the facility delivered 2,178 tons of 

municipal solid waste to the landfill and 548 tons of 

recyclables to the Recycling Center.  

Oneida-Herkimer Regional Landfill        

 

The Regional Landfill is a critical part of the environmental infrastructure 

serving Oneida and Herkimer Counties and is a key element of the Authority’s 

integrated solid waste management system. It provides waste generators with 

a high level of long-term environmental protection, minimizing potential 

liability. The landfill site was selected based on highly favorable hydrogeologic 

conditions. 

The Authority operates the Oneida-Herkimer Regional Landfill,  serving a combined population 

of approximately 288,000. Construction was completed in 2006 after phased development over 
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three years with multiple competitively awarded contracts. The landfill officially opened on 

October 24, 2006, and is permitted to accept non-hazardous waste generated within Oneida 

and Herkimer Counties.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The landfill has an approved design capacity of 1,000 tons per day and includes 19 cells covering 

a 150-acre footprint. Initial construction included:  

➢ Approximately 67 acres of double composite landfill liner  

➢ Leachate manholes, piping, and associated accessories  

➢ Two 1.3 million-gallon leachate storage tanks with secondary containment  

➢ Surface water drainage system and 25 acres of sediment control/stormwater detention 

basins 

➢ 62.5 acres of mitigation wetlands 

➢ Access and perimeter roads, maintenance/office building, leachate pump house, load -

out building, 9-bay cold storage, fuel island, sand barn, and other site work  

 

Landfill Liner System 

The Regional Landfill’s dual composite liner system is made up of 12 layers of clay, composite 

materials and synthetic liners. The liner system captures leachate and directs it through 

embedded collection pipes to on-

site storage tanks, where it is then 

transported for treatment at off-site 

wastewater facilities in Utica and 

Rome. 

To ensure environmental safety, 

monitoring wells surrounding the 

landfill allow continuous testing of 

groundwater, providing assurance 

that no leakage has occurred. 

Surveys show that landfill airspace is 

being consumed at a slower rate 

than originally estimated, due to 
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higher compaction efficiency. The Authority’s use of GPS has contributed to improved 

compaction and more efficient use of landfill space.  

Landfill cells are constructed regularly based on existing usage and projected fill rates. The 

eighth cell was designed by Barton & Loguidice and the construction bid was awarded to 

Mohawk Valley Materials for $7,075,171. Cell 8 construction was a two-year project and was 

completed in November of 2025. 

The Regional Landfill is closed in a phased manner, as required by New York State regulations 

and the facility permit. Closed areas are capped with geotextiles and geonets, additional soil 

layers, topsoil, and seeding to prevent stormwater infiltration and  enhance landfill gas 

collection. A total of 13 acres of landfill are capped. 

Significant closures to date include: 

➢ Phase One (2020): 5 acres on the north side of the landfill  

➢ Stage 2, Phase 1 (2023): 3 acres capped by Powis Excavating & Contracting  

➢ Stage 2, Phase 2 (2024): 5 acres capped by Mohawk Valley Materials  

 

Landfill Gas Management 

Landfill gas is a by product of the breaking down of organic waste and is approximately 50% 

methane which is a potent greenhouse gas. Landfill gas also contains carbon dioxide and small 

amounts of nitrogen, oxygen, hydrogen and water vapor.  

In 2008, the Authority authorized a study to determine the most beneficial use of its landfill 

gas. Estimates predicted that by 2011, sufficient gas would be available to begin energy 

recovery. Initially, one generator was projected to produce 1.6 megawatts of power, enough to 

supply roughly 2,100 homes. Over 20 years, the system is expected to expand to seven 

generators, producing 11.2 megawatts and powering over 8,500 homes, while also meeting the 

landfill facility’s heating needs.  

The Authority is partnered with Waste Management Renewable 

Energy (WMRE) to produce electricity from the landfill gas. The 

WMRE facility operates two internal combustion engines fueled by 

landfill gas. The system began producing electricity in 2012 and 

expanded in 2013 with a second engine. The Municipal Commission 

of Boonville provides key support through electrical interconnect 

and transmission infrastructure.  
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Since 2010, an active landfill gas collection system has been in place, 

using blowers and flares to maintain negative pressure in the landfill 

cells, preventing gas emissions. Excess gas that is not used for 

energy production is safely flared using three candlestick flares. This 

includes two 8-inch diameter flares and a 12-inch diameter flare 

capable of destroying up to 3,000 SCFM of landfill gas.  

In 2025, a gas well expansion project was completed, adding new 

wells and re-drilling underperforming wells to increase collection 

capacity. The active gas system now consists of 140 vertical wells 

and 37 horizontal wells. Future plans include recovering excess heat 

from electricity generation, which could support local aquaculture, horticultural, or agricultural 

industries. 

Community Compensation Plans 

During the initial landfill siting process in 1991, the Authority held public hearings to gather 

input on providing a community compensation agreement for the host communities. Based on 

feedback, agreements were negotiated with the Town of Ava and the Town  and Village of 

Boonville, where the landfill is located.  

In 2007, the Authority and the Village of Boonville entered a written agreement to assist the 

Village in developing a potential bypass route. After the Village voted against a bypass in June 

2015, the Authority worked with the Village to improve traffic safety at the intersection of State 

Route 294 and State Route 46. An amendment to the agreement approved in December 2015 

provided Authority funding for intersection improvements benefiting the public, the Village, 

and the Erwin Library and Institute. Central Paving started the $250,000 project in July 2016, 

which included reconstruction of the intersection, library parking lot, sidewalks, curbs and 

handicap ramps and drainage and landscaping improvements. Construction was completed in 

August 2025. 

Town of Ava 

The Authority provides the following benefits to the Town of Ava:  

➢ Annual payment of $345,000 

➢ Equipment loans and two community clean-ups per year, valued at $20,000 

➢ Emergency services contribution of $25,000 annually 

➢ Regular reporting on environmental monitoring 

➢ Payments in lieu of taxes to the Town of Ava and Oneida County that exceed payments 

made by prior property owners 

➢ Annual payments to the Adirondack Central School District  

Payments increase annually over the 25-year term of the agreement, with a total value 

exceeding $9 million. 
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Town and Village of Boonville 

The Authority provides the following benefits to the Town and Village of Boonville:  

➢ Annual payments of $45,000 to the Village and $50,000 to the Town 

➢ One-time emergency services contribution of $10,000 

➢ Transportation from the Boonville Transfer Station to the Regional Landfill with no 

disposal charge for the first 600 tons of refuse per year 

➢ Transportation and disposal of wastewater treatment plant sludge  

➢ Full funding of improvements to the intersection of State Route 294 and State Route 46, 

including parking and enhancements to the Erwin Library and Institute and the Dodge 

Pratt Northam property. Upon completion, the Authority provided a one -time $400,000 

payment to the Village for additional improvement projects  

➢ Regular environmental and transportation reporting to both the Town and Village 

➢ First option to purchase power from the Authority’s landfill gas -to-energy project is 

granted to the Boonville Municipal Power Commission 

 

Land Management Plan 

In 2008, the Authority developed a long-term management plan for the property adjacent to 

the Regional Landfill. The Authority owns over 1,200 acres at the site, including 986 acres 

preserved as a landfill buffer area. This buffer area includes a large beaver pond and wetland 

complex, portions of Moose Creek, forested uplands, and high-quality forested wetlands. The 

land is protected as a natural area and provides habitat for a wide range of wildlife, including 

river otters, brook trout, waterfowl, birds of prey, bald eagles, and golden eagles.  

One parcel acquired for the landfill contained approximately 66,000 fir and spruce seedlings 

originally planted for Christmas trees and wreath production. The Authority continues to plant 

over 300 saplings annually and manages the property using sound fore stry practices. Through 

a public process, community groups are invited to manage the Christmas tree plots as 

fundraising opportunities, while the remaining forested lands are managed in coordination with 

the County Forester. 

In 2025, the Boonville Knights of Columbus continued to manage the Christmas tree operation 

and conduct their annual fundraiser at the site.  
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Leachate Treatment & Disposal 

The Authority is approved to dispose of and treat landfill leachate at the City of Rome 

Wastewater Treatment Plant and the Oneida County Water Pollution Control Plant. In 2025, 

29,796,635 gallons of leachate from the Regional Landfill were transported for treatment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ash Landfill 

Throughout 2025, the Authority continued routine maintenance, monitoring, and testing 

activities at the Authority’s Ash Landfill (ALF), located on Tannery Road in Rome. The landfill 

was closed and capped in 1997 in accordance with NYSDEC Part 360 regulatio ns and is fully 

lined with both primary and secondary leachate collection systems.  

Leachate generated at the ALF is pumped to the City of Rome Water Pollution Control Facility 

for treatment. Monitoring and testing are conducted in compliance with the 30 -year post-

closure requirements outlined in the NYSDEC-approved Closure and Environmental Monitoring 

Plan. The landfill is supported by a fully funded reserve that covers all post -closure care and 

monitoring costs for the required 30-year period. 
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Solar Array System           

In 2014, the Authority entered into a solar power purchase agreement with SolarCity 

Corporation (now Tesla) of San Mateo, California. The agreement authorized construction of a 

ground-mounted solar array on approximately eight acres of Authority -owned property 

adjacent to the Western Transfer Station in Rome, New York. Construction was completed in 

2016, and the system became operational in July 2017.   

 

The solar array generates approximately 1.1 megawatts of renewable energy annually, 

offsetting the Authority’s combined electricity needs at its Rome and Utica facilities, including 

the single-stream Recycling Center. In 2025, the system generated 984,717 kilowatt-hours of 

electricity. To date, the array has produced enough renewable energy to power approximately 

1,339 homes. 
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Public Education and Community Outreach 

Website 

 

The Authority’s website at www.ohswa.org  provides up-to-date information on all Authority 

facilities, programs and current events. On our website users can find:  

➢ Comprehensive information on all Authority facilities and services .  

➢ Search tools such as How Do I Recycle or Dispose Of and AmIRecyclable for recycling and 

disposal guidance and Find a Hauler to locate haulers by ZIP code.  

➢ Curbside recycling resources, including RecycleOne program details, acceptable 

materials, recycling FAQs, and recycling reminders.  

➢ EcoDrop information with hours, locations, and an accepted items list. 

➢ Special program information, such as electronics recycling, rechargeable batteries, 

plastic film, and bulky rigid plastics.  

➢ Resident and business resources, including brochures, posters, municipal recycling 

details, and solid waste information.  

➢ Online invoice payment service for accounts and billing.  

➢ News and updates on recycling, service changes, and community announcements.  

➢ Contact and engagement options, including Request a Speaker features and subscription 

to the newsletter.  

 

 

 

 



 

  
  Oneida-Herkimer Solid Waste Authority 2025 Annual Report 

Page 36  

 

Social Media          

In 2025, the Authority continued to engage with the 

community online through Facebook, Instagram, and 

LinkedIn. Facebook remains the primary platform for 

reaching older residents in Oneida and Herkimer 

Counties, with most users aged 65 and older. Instagram 

is used to connect with younger audiences, primarily 

those ages 35–44, while LinkedIn serves as a 

professional platform to engage with local businesses 

and industry partners. 

Authority staff continued utilizing Loomly to create, 

manage, and schedule social media content across all 

platforms. This tool has helped ensure consistent 

messaging and improved the overall effectiveness of 

the Authority’s social media outreach efforts.  

Throughout 2025, social media content featured: 

➢ Employee spotlights 

➢ Business recycling resources 

➢ Employment opportunities 

➢ Recycling event collection totals 

➢ Facility photos 

➢ Wishcycling Wednesday 

➢ Recycling reminders 

Audience engagement is encouraged through comments and shares, and Authority staff 

respond to all comments and direct messages received through its social media channels.  

Social media continues to be an effective tool for sharing timely solid waste and recycling 

information, and the Authority will continue using these platforms to connect with residents, 

businesses, and other stakeholders throughout Oneida and Herkimer Coun ties.  
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AmIRecyclable         

In 2025, the Authority continued its AmIRecyclable campaign, which aims to help reduce 

contamination in the recycling stream. AmIRecyclable  is a search function on the Authority’s 

website that residents can use to get disposal instructions for any items they are unsure of. The 

search can be accessed directly at www.amirecyclable.com or through the How Do I Recycle or 

Dispose Of search bar at the top of the website’s home page.  

The AmIRecyclable campaign was expanded in 2025 to include an app that 

can be downloaded off of the Apple App Store and the Google Play Store. 

Created by Hamilton College Computer Science students, the app mirrors 

the website search and allows users to take a photo of an item to get 

disposal instructions. There is also a kids’ section and a map showing 

where the Authority’s facilities are located. The app works offline and can 

tell the user whether or not they are within Oneida or Herkimer Counties. 

The app will be a beneficial addition to the AmIRecyclable campaign 

because it allows for residents to have the Authority’s recycling 

information when they are not connected to the internet, giving them an 

opportunity to make better recycling choices wherever th ey are located. 

The Authority will maintain its relationship with Hamilton College 

Computer Science so the app can be updated and expanded upon in the 

future. The app had 250 downloads within 3 months of being published. 

Newsletter           

In March 2019, the Authority 

launched a recycling education and 

outreach newsletter through 

Constant Contact. The newsletter 

provides recycling reminders, 

Authority news, and event 

information. In 2025, topics included 

guidance on household hazardous 

waste disposal, back-to-school 

recycling reminders, and holiday 

recycling tips. 

Subscribers can reply to the newsletter with questions or requests for clarification. The 

newsletter also drives readers to the Authority’s website, social media, and the Am I Recyclable  

search tool. Selected newsletters are shared on social media, encouraging additional 

subscriptions. As of December 2025, the newsletter had 5,348 subscribers. 

 

http://www.amirecyclable.com/
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Presentations and Tours         

Authority staff members maintain a strong commitment of 

outreach to the public through presentations on a wide range of 

Authority activities and issues, including information on waste 

reduction, reuse of materials, recycling, landfill operations, 

backyard composting, anaerobic digestion/food waste diversion, 

and other Authority related topics.  

In 2025, Authority staff provided presentations to groups within 

the community including but not limited to Kirkland Town Library 

Visitors, Rome Senior Center Visitors, Herkimer Girl Scouts, 

MVCC/NYPA Junior Fellowship Program members and Sunset 

Woods residents. In addition, presentations were given to 

employees of Icon PLC and Indium Corporation. Presentations and 

tours of the recycling center were provided to over 40 different 

educational institutions including elementary, middle and high 

schools, BOCES programs, ARC programs, MVCC classes, and the 

New York State School for the Deaf. 

School Recycling 

The Authority continues to enhance recycling in schools across Oneida and Herkimer Counties, 

providing them with educational tools, technical guidance, promotional materials, training, and 

waste evaluations to support and maintain effective recycling progr ams. 

A School Recycling Program Guide, and the Green Team section of the Authority’s website helps 

teachers educate students on the long-term benefits of recycling, conservation, and 

environmental stewardship. The Authority also provides free posters, banners, decals, Green 

Team badges and vests, and recycling containers. 
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School Recycling Challenges          

The Authority held two school recycling challenges in the Spring and Fall of 2025. The goal of 

these challenges is to get Oneida and Herkimer County K-12 students engaged with recycling in 

more creative ways and to build a sense of teamwork to show that re cycling is something that 

everyone can do. 

The Spring 2025 school challenge was the first-ever 

Binny Mini, which is a rebranding of the Trash Can Film 

Festival focusing on shorter-form videos like TikToks 

or Reels. Students were asked to create an original 

short video to promote and educate the community 

about the importance of caring for the Earth. Entries 

were split up by school level and the winners in each 

category won an Amazon gift card. The entries can be 

viewed at www.binnymini.com.  

The Fall 2025 school recycling challenge was another first -ever with the Binny Badge design 

competition. In honor of America Recycles Day, students were tasked with creating scout -style 

badges for Binny related to how recycling saves energy, time and money, keeps the 

environment safe and conserves resources. The winning designs were made into badges for 

Binny, with the winners receiving their own badge to match and a visit from Binny for their 

entire classroom. Sticker versions of the winning badges were given to the winners’ classmates.  

 

 

 

Green Halloween Costume Contest        

In October 2025, the Authority held its 

seventh annual Green Halloween Costume 

Contest. The contest is available to K-12 

students in Oneida and Herkimer Counties 

and is held to encourage residents to have an 

environmentally conscious Halloween. The 

initiative focuses on reuse and recycling to 

divert holiday-related waste from the 

Regional Landfill. Authority staff voted on 

first, second and third place winners, with each winner receiving a $200 Amazon gift card, $100 

Amazon gift card and an Authority swag bag, respectively. For 2025, first place was Sophie as a 

mummy, second was Sophia as a box of donuts and third place was Lukas as a football player.  

 

http://www.binnymini.com/
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Authority Events           

In 2025, the Authority hosted two events at its 

Utica location. Both events were sponsored by 

Senator Joe Griffo and included drive through 

electronics recycling, confidential paper shredding 

through ConfiData and medication and 

pharmaceutical collection by the DEC. In total these 

events collected 21 tons of electronics for 

recycling, 19 tons of paper for shredding and 900 

pounds of pharmaceuticals for disposal.  

 

Community Events           

Authority staff attended 10 community events in 2025 including Utica University’s Girls in STEM 

event, New York Power Authority’s Super Powered Saturday, the Boilermaker Expo and the 

Oneida County Conservation Education Days. In addition to tabling at thes e events, the 

Authority also provides metal garbage and recycling bin frames that community event 

organizers can request to ensure proper garbage and recycling disposal at their events.  
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Other Programs 

City of Utica Collection       

Since 1996, the Authority has managed solid waste and recyclable collection services for the 

City of Utica, including the sale and enforcement of blue bags. City residents use blue bags for 

non-recyclable, non-bulk items, with weekly limits of ten blue bags, one cubic yard of trash, 

one bulk item, two car tires, and unlimited recyclables.  

These services are provided under an intermunicipal agreement with the City , most recently 

extended in 2022 through March 31, 2033. As part of the agreement, the Authority issued a 

competitive RFP for collection services, including bulk waste, white goods, tires, vehicle 

batteries, and electronics. In 2023, a five-year contract valued at $11,869,000 was awarded to 

Controlled Waste Systems, Inc. (CWSI), Utica, effective April 1, 2023, through March 31, 2028.  

 

The Authority also provides public information and enforces City Code requirements. In 2025, 

solid waste inspectors issued approximately 60 Notices of Violation for improperly set-out solid 

waste or green waste. 

Villages of Dolgeville, Frankfort, Herkimer, Ilion and Mohawk   

In 2025, the Authority continued to assist the Villages of Dolgeville, Frankfort, Herkimer, Ilion, 

and Mohawk with their waste collection programs. Separate agreements with each Village 

coordinate the collection of solid waste, recyclables, bulk items, ele ctronics, and green waste. 

Collection services are subcontracted to a private hauler.  

The Authority manages the distribution of designated garbage bags to approved retail outlets 

and provides garbage carts to interested homeowners. Recycling carts, supplied by the 

contracted hauler, support efficient recyclables collection throughout the Vi llages. 

Each Village is managed individually, with separate accounting for each municipality, following 

a system similar to the City of Utica program. 
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Regional Demolition Program         

The Authority has partnered with local governments for over 30 years, recognizing the high cost 

of demolishing abandoned or dilapidated structures. In 2007, the Authority launched a regional 

demolition program to assist municipalities with removing deterio rating buildings. In 2025, the 

program operated for its 16th year. 

Under the program, the Authority provides a demolition crew and equipment at no charge. 

Municipalities are responsible only for the transportation and disposal of debris, which must 

be landfilled. Participating municipalities also assist with dust suppress ion, securing and fencing 

the site, disconnecting utilities, and backfilling. The Authority prioritizes structures based on 

condition, location, and equipment coordination requirements.  

In 2025, the Authority demolished one vacant property for the Remsen Volunteer Fire 

Department. Since the program began, 19 municipalities have participated, and 53 structures 

have been successfully demolished. 

Compliance and Enforcement         

The Authority continues to collaborate with local and state law enforcement agencies to 

address illegal dumping, burning, burying, scavenging of recyclables, and non -compliance with 

mandatory recycling laws. Numerous investigations were conducted with letters of 

enforcement and education being written to hauling companies and individuals that violated 

County law. 

Public Authorities Reporting         

The Oneida-Herkimer Solid Waste Management Authority is a public benefit corporation and 

complies with the Public Authorities Accountability Act (PAAA). Each year, the Authority 

submits its Budget Report, Annual Report, Procurement Report, Investment Repor t, and 

Certified Financial Audit to the Authority Budget Office and the Office of the State Comptroller 

through the online Public Authority Reporting Information System (PARIS).  
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Financial Activities 

The 2025 financial audit continues to reflect the strong operating results of 

the Authority. The Authority has increased its net position by $1.89 million 

and $0.905 million for the years ended December 31, 2025, and 2024, 

respectively. This was the result of several factors including: 
➢ Interest revenue for 2025 was $2,060,783.  

➢ Overall revenues increased $539,709 or 1.71% in comparison to 2024.  

➢ The Authority’s tipping fee revenues exceeded the budget by $2,659,673. The Authority 

exceeded budgeted tonnage expectations for construction and demolition material, 

municipal solid waste, direct haul asbestos, contaminated soil and source separated 

organics.  

➢ The Authority earned $2,088,269 in recycling sales during 2025, which was $334,332 

less than 2024. 

➢ The 2006 Revenue Bond issue is the only remaining debt, which is expected to be paid 

off in April 2026. 

➢ The Authority sold landfill gas and shared in a Power Purchase Agreement, per its 

contract` with Waste Management Renewable Energy, and generated $479,934 in 

revenue. 

➢ The Authority sold carbon credits resulting in $754,645 of revenue during 2025.  

➢ In 2025, the Authority processed recyclables for Fulton, Lewis and Oswego Counties and 

earned $955,244 in processing fees.  

➢ Interest expenses decreased by $22,597 from 2024, resulting from scheduled debt 

principal payments. 

➢ The Authority also funded reserves for landfill equipment in the amount of $800,000 for 

2025 and the extension of the landfill liner in the amount of $1,600,000.  

➢ The Authority once again fully funded its closure and post -closure funds for the Ash 

Landfill and Regional Landfill.  

 

The attached financial audit gives a detailed picture of the Authority’s financial 

position.  
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Authority Locations and Staff 

 

Administrative Office 

1600 Genesee Street, Utica, NY  13502 

Eastern Transfer Station, Recycling Center, Utica EcoDrop, Household Hazardous Waste, 

Food2Energy, Compost Site 

824 Sewage Plant Road, Utica, NY  13502 

Regional Landfill 

7044 State Route 294, Boonville, NY 13309 

Western Transfer Station, Rome EcoDrop, Stump Disposal Site 

575 Perimeter Road, Rome, NY  13440 

 

Staff 

Joshua Olbrys, Executive Director 

Emily Albright, Director of Recycling 

Joseph Artessa, CPA, Comptroller 

Daniel Bowman, Recycling Center Plant Manager 

Eileen Brinck, Recycling Coordinator 

Justin Fitch, Superintendent of Waste Collection 

Hailey Hutchinson, HR Coordinator 

Tina Hutchinson, Account Clerk 

Chris Lint, Landfill Gas Technician 

Stephen Houppert, Environmental Compliance Coordinator 

Pat Lisandrelli, Principal Accounting Supervisor 

Jayne Morgan, Senior Weigh Scale Operator 

Andrew Opperman, PE, Solid Waste Engineer 

Beth Scoones, Account Clerk 

Rachel Stiehl, Senior Account Clerk/City of Utica Coordinator 

Jodi Tuttle, Board Secretary 




































































































	Insert from: "blank page.pdf"
	blank page


