
 
 

 
 

 

MEMORANDUM 

 

      TO: Authority Board of Directors 

FROM: Joshua J. Olbrys, Executive Director 

 DATE: November 3, 2025 

RE: Public Hearing/Meeting Notice & Tentative Agenda - Monday, November 17, 2025, at 4:30 PM 
 

The public hearing and meeting will be held in the Authority public meeting room, 1600 Genesee Street, 
Utica, NY  13502.  Board Members will continue to have the option of participating in-person or via 
Zoom and will be emailed a private Zoom link to participate prior to the meeting.   

 
1. Pledge of Allegiance 

2. Approval of September 15, 2025, Authority Minutes  

3. Public Hearing on Proposed 2026 Budget/Budget Presentation 

4. Regular Public Comment Period 

5. Authorization of Executive Director to Submit/Certify the SEAF as Required by SEQRA for    

Construction of ETS Stormwater Outfall- Resolution 

6. Updates: 

- Halloween Costume Contest  

- Transportation to RLF RFP 

7. Motion to go into Executive Session to discuss contract negotiations 
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AUTHORITY MEETING MINUTES 
September 15, 2025 

 
Board Members Present: Chairman Kenneth Long (via Zoom), Vice Chairman Vincent Bono, Richard 
Redmond, Steven Boucher, Robert Comis, James D’Onofrio, James Franco, Barbara Freeman, Nancy Novak 
(via Zoom) and James Williams 
 
Authority Staff Present: Joshua Olbrys, Jodi Tuttle, Emily Albright, Joseph Artessa, Eileen Brinck, Justin 
Fitch, Hailey Hutchinson, Pat Lisandrelli and Andrew Opperman  
 
Others Present: Authority Counsel Kevin Martin and Richard Bristol of Bristol’s Roll-Off Services 
 
Vice Chairman Bono called the September 15, 2025, Authority Board meeting to order at 4:33 PM and 
opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Comis, seconded by Ms. Freeman, and passed to approve the June 16, 2025, 
Authority Minutes. [10 Ayes; 0 Nays] 
 
Richard Bristol of Bristol’s Roll-Off Services spoke during the public comment period.  Mr. Bristol 
expressed his concern regarding management’s response to a recent complaint he had submitted 
regarding an Authority employee.  Vice Chairman Bono explained to Mr. Bristol that the Board typically 
leaves personnel matters to the discretion of management  and informed Mr. Bristol that the Board was 
provided a copy of his communications with Executive Director Olbrys.  Vice Chairman Bono told Mr. 
Bristol that the Board would further discuss his concerns.  
 
Mr. Olbrys explained that Resolutions No. 21 and No. 22 would approve the Reduced Tip Fee Applications 
submitted by the Towns of Trenton and Forestport, respectively. 
 
Resolution No. 21 was introduced by Mr. Redmond, seconded by Mr. Boucher, and passed to approve the 
Town of Trenton’s application for Reduced Tip Fees for Disposal of Disaster Debris caused by the winter 
storms that occurred in February 2025. [10 Ayes; 0 Nays] 
 
Resolution No. 22 was introduced by Mr. Redmond, seconded by Mr. Boucher, and passed to approve the 
Town of Forestport’s application for Reduced Tip Fees for Disposal of Disaster Debris caused by the winter 
storms that occurred in February 2025. [10 Ayes; 0 Nays] 
 
Landfill Operations Manager Justin Fitch provided an update on the construction of Cell 8 at the Authority’s 
Regional Landfill.   
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Mohawk Valley Materials won the two-year contract and began construction of Cell 8  in April of 2024.  Work 
completed in 2024 included the relocation of an access road, installation of a drainage swale, 
stripping/stockpiling of topsoil, and bulk excavation.  Installation of the liner system began this year.  Mr. 
Fitch reviewed the many different layers that make up the liner system and provided the Board with samples 
of the liner material. 
 
Mr. Olbrys reported that the Authority continues to assist the five villages in the Mohawk Valley with their 
waste and recyclables’ collection programs. The Authority’s role is to oversee the bid process, handle the 
collection of payments, pay the contractors/haulers, deliver and order garbage bags, field customer 
complaints, and oversee the contractor to make sure they are abiding by the terms in the contract.  Four of 
the five contracts expire in 2025 and went up for re-bid. The contract terms will be for three years, with two 
additional extension years.   The Villages of Dolgeville and Herkimer will keep the same service and hauler, 
Spohn’s Disposal Service, as the previous contract.  Prices increased 30% in Dolgeville, and 60% in Herkimer.  
The Village of Ilion will maintain the same service but changed haulers from Spohn’s Disposal Service to 
Wheelock Disposal Service.  Pricing increased 40% in the Village of Ilion.  Mr. Olbrys explained that the price 
increases are due to inflation, and stated that even with the increase, pricing remains at market value.  Bids 
for the Village of Frankfort are due on Thursday, September 18th. 

 
Mr. Olbrys stated that the 2026 budget timeline is on track.  The Finance Committee was given the first draft 
of the proposed 2026 budget and updated five-year financial plan at the Committee meeting preceding this 
meeting.   
 
A motion was made by Mr. Redmond, seconded by Mr. Boucher, and unanimously passed to schedule a 
public hearing on the proposed 2026 Authority budget for November 17, 2025. 

 
At 5:05 PM a motion was made by Mr. Comis, seconded by Mr. D’Onofrio, and passed to go into 
executive session to discuss proposed litigation.  
 
At 5:37 PM a motion was made by Mr. Boucher, seconded by Mr. Franco, and passed to come out of 
executive session. 
 
At 5:37 PM, with no further business, a motion was made by Mr. Williams, seconded by Mr. Franco, and 
passed to adjourn the meeting. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Jodi M. Tuttle 

      Authority Secretary                                                                           
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Introductory No. 23 
Resolution No. 23 

 
Introduced by:  
Seconded by:  
 
 
RE: AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR TO SUBMIT/CERTIFY THE SHORT 
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT FORM AS REQUIRED BY THE STATE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 
REVIEW ACT FOR CONSTRUCTION OF THE EASTERN TRANSFER STATION STORMWATER OUTFALL 
 
WHEREAS,  the Oneida Herkimer Solid Waste Authority (the Authority) seeks to undertake the 

construction of the Eastern Transfer Station Stormwater Outfall (the “Action”); and 
 

WHEREAS,  pursuant to Article 8 of the Environmental Conservation Law, as amended, the New York 
State Environmental Quality Review Act (“SEQRA”) and the implementing regulations at 6 
NYCRR Part 617 (the “Regulations”), the Authority desires to comply with SEQRA and the 
Regulations; and 

 
WHEREAS,  pursuant to the Regulations, the County has considered the significance of the potential       

environmental impacts of the Action by (a) using the criteria specified in Part 617.7 of the 
Regulations, and (b) examining the Short Environmental Assessment Form (“SEAF”) for the 
Action, including the facts and conclusions of Parts 1, 2 and 3 of the SEAF, together with 
other available supporting information, to identify and thoroughly analyze the relevant 
areas of environmental concern; and 

 
WHEREAS,  the proposed adoption of the Project is an Unlisted Action, as defined by 6 NYCRR Section 

617.2(al); and 
 

RESOLVED,  that based upon an examination of the SEAF and other available supporting information, and   
considering both the magnitude and importance of each relevant area of environmental 
concern, the Authority makes the following findings and determinations: No significant 
adverse environmental impacts are noted in the SEAF for the Action and none are known to 
the Authority; and The Action will not have a significant adverse environmental impact and 
will not require the preparation of a Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) with 
respect to the Action; and 
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RESOLVED,  that as a consequence of such determination and in compliance with the requirements of     

SEQRA and the Regulations, the Authority, hereby directs the Executive Director to sign the 
SEAF Part 3 – Determination of Significance, indicating that a Negative Declaration has been 
issued for the Project; and 

 
RESOLVED,  that this Resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 
 
 
Adopted by the following vote: 
 
AYES  ___    NAYS ___ 

 

Dated:  
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