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CHAIRMAN’S INTRODUCTION           

On behalf of the Oneida-Herkimer Solid Waste Management Authority (Authority), I am pleased to submit the 

2023 Annual Report. This year marked the 35th anniversary since the formation of the Authority. 

With rising inflation, increased costs of supplies, and changes in regulations, the Authority was able to keep tipping 

fees from increasing in 2023. Having a diversified revenue stream and planning for the future has kept the 

Authority financially stable.  

In 2023, the Authority paid down principal on 

the only debt issue in the amount of 

$1,735,000. The remaining principal of 

$7,572,593 will be paid in full by April 1, 2026. 

During 2023, the board approved designating 

from prior years’ surplus adding $10,000,000 to 

the system wide equipment replacement 

reserve and an additional $1,000,000 to the 

Landfill Cell Extension fund.  The Authority 

believes these reserves will assist in supporting 

the five-year Capital Plan and prevent any need 

to borrow for equipment in the future.  

The Authority saw an increase in revenue from 

interest on investments in 2023 due to the 

increase and stabilization of interest rates. In 

2023, interest earned was $1,679,749. 

The Authority continues to receive healthy tonnages for Municipal Solid Waste, Construction and Demolition 

Debris, Sludge, and Contaminated Soil.  These waste classes are an integral part in keeping rates stable and 

absorbing any increases in expenses due to inflation. 

2023 marked the fourth full year of operation of the Authority’s Food2Energy Facility. This facility allows us to 

accept bagged and packaged non-edible food waste and divert it from disposal at the Regional Landfill.  The facility 

produces an organic slurry which is used to generate electricity at Oneida County’s Wastewater Treatment Facility 

the Oneida County Water Pollution Control Plant. In 2023, the facility accepted and diverted 5,680 tons of organic 

food waste from the landfill.  This was an increase from 2022 of 1,095 tons or 23.8%.  

The recycling markets in 2023 declined in comparison to 2022. For 2023, the Authority earned $1,784,571 in 

recycling sales which decreased by $846,265 from 2022. The Markets showed a positive rebound in the 4th 

quarter. The Authority continues to accept Oneida-Herkimer recyclables at no charge.  

I am proud of the accomplishments and hard work from the Authority’s employees and my fellow colleagues on 

the Authority Board. While we continue to manage the region’s waste and recyclables in a safe, reliable, and 

efficient manner, I invite you to review this summary of our operations, and feel free to call anytime. 

 

 

Kenneth A. Long 

Chairman 

 

eileenb
Stamp
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS           

The Oneida-Herkimer Solid Waste Management Authority Board of Directors is comprised of ten 

members representing an outstanding combination of interests and experiences in the private and 

public sectors. A member of the Authority Board is deemed a public officer with “legal, fiduciary, 

financial and ethical responsibilities” to the Authority. Three of the members are appointed by the 

Legislature of Herkimer County; four appointed by the Board of Legislators of Oneida County; and  

three appointed by the County Executive of Oneida County .  
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AUTHORITY MISSION STATEMENT AND PERFORMANCE MEASURES      

 

The Oneida-Herkimer Solid Waste Management Authority is a New York public benefit corporation 

which was created by the State Legislature at the request of Oneida and Herkimer Counties by passage 

of Article 8, Title 13-FF of the New York Public Authority Law on September 1, 1988. The Authority was 

created to address environmental problems associated with improper solid waste disposal, to develop 

new facilities and programs for waste reduction and recycling, and to address the lack of long -term 

disposal capacity for non-recyclable waste. 

With this charge and mandatory recycling laws enacted by both Counties, the Authority has developed 

a regional, comprehensive, integrated system of facilities to serve all the residents, businesses, 

industries and institutions of the two Counties. This integrated system promotes reduction, maximizes 

recycling, and provides safe, economical disposal for non -recyclable waste. The Authority owns and 

operates a Recycling Center, Household Hazardous Waste Collection Facility, Green Waste Composting 

Facility, Regional Landfill, three Transfer Stations, and a Source Separated Organics Processing Facility 

(Food2Energy Facility). Services include recycling, green waste composting, food waste diversion 

program, providing public education, promoting waste reduction and reuse of materials, and school 

“Go Green” initiatives, full-scale electronics collection, and sewage sludge management. The Authority 

developed the region’s first Local Solid Waste Management Plan in 1991. The plan included 

development of the comprehensive integrated solid waste management system. The original plan has 

been fully implemented. The Authority’s current Local Solid Waste Management Plan is through 2024.  

The Authority is governed by a 10-member Board of Directors, employs approximately 8 5 people and 

has an annual operating budget of approximately $22 million.  

In 2007, the Authority won a landmark case in the United States Supreme Court (United Haulers v. 

Oneida-Herkimer) establishing a national precedent for local public solid waste systems.  

The Authority revenue structure is primarily a fee for service system. A system tip fee is charged for 

all non-recyclable waste delivered to the Authority. These fees cover the majority of expenses in the 

Authority budget. The Authority receives additional revenue from other sources such as investments, 

sale of landfill gas, sale of carbon credits, sale of recyclables and grants. The Authority receives no 

funding from the Counties.   
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PERFORMANCE MEASURES           

✓ Implementation of Local Solid Waste Management Plan including continuous review and 

application of new technologies.  

✓ Compliance with environmental, employee health and safety, and all other federal and state 

regulatory requirements.  

✓ Maintenance of long-term stable rates and prudent fiscal management.  

✓ 100% compliance with all ABO reporting requirements.  

✓ Operating with full transparency and good governance.  

PERFORMANCE MEASURE: IMPLEMENTATION OF LOCAL SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT PLAN (LSWMP) INCLUDING 

CONTINUOUS REVIEW AND APPLICATION OF NEW TECHNOLOGIES FOR ALL SYSTEMS, FACILITIES AND PROCESSES: 

 

➢ Completed 4th full year of operations of the Authority’s Source -Separated Organics Processing 

Facility (Food2Energy).  

➢ Utilized a force main pipeline to convey processed organic waste to the Oneida County Water 

Pollution Control Plant’s anaerobic digesters for electrical generation operations.  

➢ Processed 5,679 tons of food waste from local businesses and residents.  

➢ Supported waste reduction through NYS Product Stewardship Council.  

➢ Completed 12th operational year of single stream Recycling Center in Utica.  

➢ Continued to process over 41,480 tons of recyclables at the Recycling Center.  

➢ Achieved an overall recycling rate of 53% for Oneida and Herkimer Counties.  

➢ Continued operation of the Landfill Gas (LFG) to Electricity Facility, which utilizes two 

generators to convert LFG (methane) into electricity. The facility represents a joint venture by 

the Authority and Waste Management Renewable Energy (WMRE) to provide green energy 

made from landfill gas to the market.  

➢ Installed 12 new gas collection wells at the Regional Landfill (RLF) continuing to advance the 

active landfill gas collection system which brings the total number of wells to 207.  

➢ Continued work with BERQ RNG to develop plans to reuse all landfill gas captured at the 

Regional Landfill. BERQ started negotiations with Iroquois Pipeline over the conveyance of 

landfill gas and began designing their facility and system that will be located at the landfill.  

➢ Continued to safely and economically dispose and beneficially reuse over 352,658 tons of 

waste at RLF.  

➢ Continued to process over 10,465 tons of green waste and converted it into marketable 

compost at the Green Waste Composting Facility in Utica.  
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➢ Continued to safely dispose of over 24,723 gallons of household hazardous waste received 

from over 15,741 area households at the HHW Facility. 

➢ Recycled 35,370 gallons of paint through the PaintCare program.  

➢ Recycled 272 tons of electronics and computers.  

➢ Continued implementation of a “Go Green” School Recycling Program that assists teachers, 

students and staff on the value of recycling, conservation and environmental stewardship.  

➢ Continued to achieve higher than expected waste densities at the Regional Landfill through 

the use of GPS technology and compaction equipment, extending the projected life of the 

Regional Landfill.  

➢ Continued organics (food waste) recovery programs in schools and colleges and continued to 

accept spent hops from FX Matt Brewery for composting.  

PERFORMANCE MEASURE: COMPLIANCE WITH ENVIRONMENTAL, EMPLOYEE HEALTH AND SAFETY AND ALL OTHER 

FEDERAL AND STATE REGULATORY REQUIREMENTS.  

➢ Maintained compliance with all Facility Permits and Regulations.  

➢ Completed all necessary actions to comply with the new 6 NYCRR Part 360 Solid Waste 

Management Facilities regulations that became effective November 4, 2017.  

➢ Developed and submitted the following Annual Reports: Eastern Transfer Station (including 

the Source-Separated Organics Processing Facility), Western Transfer Station, Green Waste 

Composting Facility, Spent Hops Organics Composting Project, Waste Transporter, Recycling 

Center, Regional Landfill, Webb Transfer Station, Webb Recycling Facility, two Land Clearing 

Debris Facilities, Brush Processing Facility, Pallet Processing Facility, Waste Oil, Household 

Hazardous Waste Facility and Electronic Waste Collection Site per 6NYCRR Part 360 Permits/ 

Registrations. 

➢ Developed and submitted Title V Permit, Air Regulations Compliance Certifications & Emission 

Statements for RLF. 

➢ Developed and submitted SPDES (stormwater management) Annual Certifications and DMRs 

for RLF, Utica Complex, and Western Transfer Station in Rome.  

➢ Developed and submitted NYSDEC required Closure Post -Closure Report for Ash Landfill, 

Rome, NY.  

➢ Developed and submitted NYSDEC required quarterly Environmental Monitoring Reports for 

the Regional Landfill, Ava, NY.  

➢ Developed and submitted NYSDEC required State Agency Environmental Audit.  

➢ Conducted NYSDEC required weekly inspections related to RLF SPDES permits.  

➢ Continued annual employee health and safety training and provided regular toolbox talks to 

supplement safety awareness and training. All training follows New York State Public 

Employee Safety and Health (PESH). Annual training topics covered include: Hazard 

Communication, Hearing Conservation, Workplace/Sexual Harassment Prevention, Workplace 
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Violence Protection, Spill Prevention, Lock Out Tag Out, Bloodborne Pathogens, Emergency 

Response, Confined Space, and Storm Water Pollution Prevention.  

➢ Held regular Safety Committee Meetings with employee representatives from all facilities, 

including Administrative Staff and the Executive Director. The Safety Committee allows 

employees and supervisory staff to discuss safety issues, operational recommendations, and 

provide updates on the Authority in general. Notes are compiled from each meeting. 

Supervisory staff addresses each issue and provides a solution and a written response 

attached to the meetings notes, which are posted for all employees to review.  

➢ Employees received or renewed Landfill Operator Certifications through the New York State 

Association for Solid Waste Management (NYSASWM).  

PERFORMANCE MEASURE: MAINTENANCE OF LONG-TERM STABLE RATES AND PRUDENT FISCAL MANAGEMENT. 

➢ Tipping fees remained the same for 2023. Tipping fees remain lower than they were in 1992.  

➢ The Finance Committee tasked Senior Management to prepare an extensive long -term 

financial plan that forecasts revenues, expenses, capital purchases and future tipping fees for 

the next five years. 

➢ For 2023, the Authority earned $1,784,571 in sales of recyclables. This was a decrease of 

$846,265 or 32% from 2022.  

➢ The Authority had a $124,389 addition to its net asset position for 2023.  

➢ The Authority continued to make yearly deposits to a Landfill Equipment Replacement Fund.  

➢ The Authority assisted the City of Utica through reduced tipping fees for demolition and 

cleanup of ongoing industrial development projects at the Utica Harbor.  

➢ The Authority realized $335,040 in landfill gas sales for 2023. This was a decrease of $166,271 

or 33% in comparison to 2022.  

➢ The Authority continued to fund future landfill cell expansions with current tipping fees.  

➢ The Authority made all necessary deposits to Landfill Closure Funds as required.  

➢ The Authority processes recyclables from Oswego, Lewis and Fulton Counties. $885,975 in 

processing fees from these agreements was received in 2023.  

➢ The Authority entered into a new five-year agreement with Oswego County for the processing 

and marketing of recyclables.  

➢ Carbon credits from the destruction of methane at the Regional Landfill continued to be 

marketed. The Authority realized $821,349 in carbon credit revenue for 2023.  

➢ The Authority paid down $1,735,000 in scheduled long-term debt for 2023. The Authority has 

reduced long-term bonded debt by $14,890,000 over the last five years.  

➢ Completed equipment purchases and capital improvements in the amount of $12,873,884.  

➢ The Authority Board designated $11,000,000 of unrestricted funds toward established Board 

restricted capital reserve accounts to help ensure long-term stable rates. 
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PERFORMANCE MEASURE: 100% COMPLIANCE WITH ALL ABO REPORTING REQUIREMENTS AND OPERATING WITH FULL 

TRANSPARENCY AND GOOD GOVERNANCE.  

➢ Authority filed all necessary reports with ABO on time. 

➢ Authority updated its website to reflect all ABO requirements.  

➢ Authority Board of Directors authorized and approved filing of all reports with ABO office.  

➢ All Authority Board Members and Authority Senior Management have attended mandatory 

ABO training. 

➢ The Governance Committee and Authority staff reviewed all ABO Policy Guidance and 

recommendations issued during the year.  

➢ Operating with full transparency and good governance.  

➢ The Governance Committee met and reviewed all Governance Policies and developed 

recommendations for the full Board.  

➢ Board of Directors and Governance Committee reviewed and approved policies including 

procurement policy, disposition of property, ethics and whistle blower policy.  

➢ Continued to publicly auction surplus equipment through Authority-approved Property 

Disposition Policy. 

➢ Board of Directors and Governance Committee reviewed and approved its Mission Statement 

and Performance Measures without modification.  

➢ All agendas and minutes of Board meetings and Committee meetings were posted on the 

Authority’s website.  

➢ Submitted 2024 draft budget to counties, municipalities and the public for review and 

comment. 

➢ Conducted a public hearing required for adoption of the budget.  

➢ Submitted 2024 adopted budget to the counties and state-wide officials.  

➢ The Finance Committee conducted four meetings including one joint Finance-Audit Committee 

meeting during 2023 and reviewed and approved the Authority’s Investment Policy.  

➢ The Finance and Audit Committees met with the Authority’s independent auditors to review 

the 2022 audit. 

➢ The Finance Committee reviewed the Authority’s five -year financial plan with staff.  

➢ The Authority Board of Directors approved a Collective Bargaining Agreement between the 

Authority and United Public Service Employees Union for the period 2024 through 2028.  
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NET CLIMATE BENEFIT STUDY          

In 2021, the Authority completed a study (in cooperation with Unity 

Environmental University and Barton & Loguidice) to determine the 

Authority’s annual Net Climate Benefit Factor. This factor is a 

measure of the climate benefit of the Authority’s recycling, 

composting, energy and carbon sequestration operations divided by 

emissions released from programs and facilities. The Authority 

decided to continue this calculation for 2023.  

 

The results of the 2023 study found that the Authority prevented 178,849 metric tons of greenhouse 

gas and produced 76,446 metric tons of greenhouse gas. Using these figures, the Authority’s 2023 Net 

Climate Benefit was calculated to be 2.3. This means that for every metric ton of greenhouse gases 

emitted, 2.3 metric tons were prevented elsewhere in the region due to the Authority’s prevention 

efforts. 

 

The largest source of the Authority’s emissions in 2023 came from the Regional Landfill (95% of 

emissions), and the largest source of emission prevention came from the Authority’s processing of 

recyclable materials (65% of emission prevention). The Authority relied heavily on the EPA’s Waste 

Reduction Model to determine this figure. The Authority will continue to report our Net Climate 

Benefit in subsequent years of operation, as it will serve as a benchmark for the efficiency of our 

programs. 
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FOUR YEARS OF FOOD2ENERGY PROGRAM        

2023 marked the four-year anniversary of the Authority’s 

Food2Energy program. Residents, schools, and commercial 

businesses are encouraged to deliver bagged, packaged or 

palletized food waste to the Authority’s Source Separated 

Organics Processing Facility in Utica. The recovered material is 

then de-packaged and emulsified into a slurry and is delivered 

to the Oneida County Sewer District’s (OCSD) anaerobic 

digestion system, allowing for the collection of methane gas 

that is turned into electricity. Food2Energy conserves landfill 

airspace, reduced greenhouse gas emissions, reduces disposal 

costs for source separated organics by $20 per ton and 

increases the energy production generated in the anaerobic 

digesters by providing a comingled feedstock to the OCSD’s independent collection and anaerobic 

digestion of biosolids. Currently, the OCSD is getting 25-30% of its energy needs met by the biogas  

generated from the anaerobic digesters.  

 

Since its installation in 2021, the Authority has been utilizing a slurry pipeline to convey food waste to 

the OCSD. At the onset of the Food2Energy program, the Authority utilized a tanker trailer to 

transport the slurry to the OCSD. This method was cumbersome which hindered operational 

production. By implementing the force main, the Authority has sped up production, conveyed slurry in 

greater volumes and greatly decreased the time dedicated to conveyance. To date, Food2Energy has 

allowed for the recovery of 13,769 tons of source separated organics.  
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CELL 8 CONSTRUCTION BID AWARD         

On November 10, 2023, seven bids were received by the Authority for the construction of landfill cell 

8. Each bid was evaluated for compliance with specifications for the project by the Authority’s 

consulting engineer, Barton & Loguidice. The bid price of $7,075,171.91 by Mohawk Valley Materials 

was determined to be an acceptable low bid. At the November 18 th Authority Board of Directors 

meeting, the Authority Board approved a resolution authorizing the Executive Director to sign a 

contract with Mohawk Valley Materials. Construction of Cell 8 will begin in the Spring of 2024 and end 

in the fall of 2025. 

REDUCED TIP FEE PROGRAM          

In 2020, the Authority introduced a new program to assist local municipalities and Oneida -Herkimer 

Counties when disaster occurs with reduced tipping fees for disposal of disaster debris and/or to 

assist industrial development agencies and developers relating to clean -up projects. 

In December 2020, the Authority Board adopted a policy for the reduced tip fee programs that 

includes an application, eligibility requirements and processes to establish rate structure and tonnage 

limits for such programs. 

The Authority’s 2023 adopted budget included both a natural disaster debris tipping fee and a 

Brownfield clean-up/IDA project tipping fee at rates of $42/ton. Both programs must be approved 

through an application process.  

In 2023, the Village of Whitesboro was approved for a reduced tipping fee for flood related debris. In 

the past decade, the Village of Whitesboro had been hit with several major floods, including in April 

and December of 2023. Residents in the flood affected area were allowed to dispose of debris 

including construction and demolition material and household waste that was a result of the flooding. 

The village collected and paid for the tipping fees at the reduced rate.  

BERQ RNG LANDFILL GAS USE UPDATE__________________________________  

The Authority currently collects and manages landfill gas generated at the Regional Landfill in Ava, NY.  

Landfill gas is currently managed through a system of vertical and horizontal wells located throughout 

the landfill. The landfill gas is currently utilized by a landfill gas to energy plant operated by WMRE, 

which employs two internal combustion engines. The portion of the landfill gas not utilized for energy 

production is destroyed through the use of flares.  

On December 20, 2021, the Authority Board authorized the issuance of a Draft Request for Proposals 

(RFP) to explore additional landfill gas utilization options, consistent with the Authority’s state -

approved Local Solid Waste Management Plan and regulatory permits, in an effort to beneficially use 

more landfill gas. 
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A draft request for proposals (RFP) was released for interested developers for the utilization of all or a 

portion of the gas collected at the landfill. A final RFP was issued on April 6, 2022 and six proposals 

were received. The proposals were evaluated and respondents were interviewed. The Authority Board 

awarded BERQ RNG with a 20-year contract based on their proposal and their qualifications. BERQ 

intends to produce renewable natural gas and convey it to natural gas distributors. This will be done 

either through a direct pipeline or a virtual pipeline.  

In May of 2023, BERQ submitted an air permit application to the DEC as a part of the required 

regulatory permits needed to operate their plant at the landfill. BERQ started negotiations with 

Iroquois Pipeline regarding the natural gas tap agreement, which would allow for the natural gas 

produced by the landfill to be transported through Iroquois Pipeline’s system. BERQ’s plant designs 

were completed and the plant equipment vendor was chosen. BERQ has also been working with local 

landowners on right-of-way agreements for the natural gas pipeline. The designing, permitting and 

construction of BERQ’s facility will continue through 2026.  

2023 RECYCLING EDUCATION SURVEY         

In January 2023, the Authority developed and release a Recycling Education Survey. The main goal for 

this survey was to get feedback on the Authority’s current outreach and education efforts in order to 

make improvements wherever necessary. 164 responses were received from residents, representing 

52 municipalities in the Oneida and Herkimer County area. Out of 164 respondents, 56% stated that 

they receive information about recycling through a web search and 26% stated that they use social 

media for recycling information. Respondents also stated that they have high confidence in knowing 

what’s accepted for curbside recycling and what’s accepted at the Authority’s EcoDrops and 

Household Hazardous Waste Facility. In addition, residents stated that there could be an improvement 

in the way information is shared and the amount of information shared on the Authority’s programs 

and facilities. 
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ONEIDA-HERKIMER RECYCLING CENTER         

The Oneida-Herkimer Recycling 

Center opened in 1991 and was 

characterized locally as marking 

the beginning of a new era in 

environmental management in 

Central New York. In addition to 

all the households in the region, 

over 400 businesses and 

industries use the facility directly. 

The Oneida-Herkimer system is 

regarded as being one of the 

most comprehensive recycling 

programs in the country.  

When the Recycling Center was built in 1991, the dual stream sorting and processing technology that 

was implemented was considered state of the art. The Recycling Center has effectively and 

consistently processed, without interruption, recyclable material for over 30 years. Since opening, the 

Recycling Center has successfully served the two Counties and processed over 1,193,666 tons of 

recyclables.  

The Authority currently operates a cutting-edge single stream processing 

system. The single stream processing system was constructed in 2011 and 

operation began in January 2012. This took the place of the Authority’s 

previous dual stream processing system. The single stream processing 

system utilizes mechanical star screens and optical sorting technology to 

sort recyclable material by size and type. This advanced technology is 

able to perform efficiently with high throughput.  

The single stream processing system provides added convenience to both residents and businesses. 

Recycling was made easier—all recyclables can be mixed together. Collection of recyclables was made 

more efficient; mixed recyclables can now be compacted, saving fuel, mileage and labor costs, while 

decreasing truck emissions.  



ONEIDA-HERKIMER SOLID WASTE AUTHORITY 2023 ANNUAL REPORT 

Printed on Recycled Paper  Page 15 

 

Once sorted, the Authority 

directly markets recyclables. The 

Authority has business 

relationships with 34 local and 

interstate buyers for these 

materials. 

In 2023, the Authority processed 

and marketed over $1,784,571 

worth of recyclables.  

Since 2018, global recycling 

markets were affected by 

China’s “National Sword Policy” 

and market pricing hit an all-

time low. However, in recent 

years, the market values for 

several commodities have 

rebounded. The Oneida-

Herkimer system is designed to be the market of last resort and we are still able to properly sort and 

recycle materials when markets are low. This is facilitated through the Authority’s integrated system 

tipping fees, which subsidize recycling when necessary.  
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OUT OF COUNTY RECYCLABLES 

Since investing in its state-of-the-art single stream processing facility to process recyclables from 

Oneida and Herkimer Counties, the Authority has proven it has excess capacity which will allow more 

recyclables to be processed.  Under its enabling legislation, the Authority is authorized to process out -

of-region recyclables. 
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The Authority has had an 

intergovernmental agreement for the 

processing and marketing of recyclables 

from Oswego County since 2013. The 

Authority’s operating experience with 

Oswego County demonstrated the ability to 

continue to accept additional tonnage, 

without increasing fixed costs. In 

September 2023, the Authority extended 

its contract with Oswego County for an 

additional five years, through December 

2028. 

The Authority Initially entered into an intergovernmental agreement with Lewis County in January 

2016 for the processing and marketing of recyclables. The Authority is currently in a five year 

agreement with Lewis County to accept their recyclables and will continue to do so through December 

2027.  

The Authority also holds an intergovernmental agreement with Fulton County for the processing and 

marketing of recyclables, which has been held since 2017. The Authority is currently in a five -year 

agreement with Fulton County to accept their recyclables and will continue to do so through January 

1, 2026.  

In 2023, the Recycling Center processed 11,598 tons of recyclables from outside the Oneida -Herkimer 

region. Tipping fees are collected for this material to cover the recycling processing costs, providing 

the Authority with additional revenue to offset operational expenses.  

PRIVATE RECYCLING INITIATIVES 

On an annual basis, the Authority requests information on private recycling efforts from businesses, 

industries, and institutions in the two Counties to represent the recycling rate for the region more 

accurately. A paper and electronic survey form was sent to more than 1,000 local businesses to gather 

more precise private recycling information.  

Materials that are being privately recycled include more than the “common” household recyclables. 

Examples include such items as pallets, paper mill sludge, food waste, plastic film and fabrics. The 

combined public and private recycling rate for 2023 is 53%. This recycling rate proves the commitment 

that industries, businesses, and residents have for recycling and reus e and is much higher than the 

national recycling rate of 32%. 
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RECYCLEONE CAMPAIGN 

The Authority maintains an excellent recycling rate. The overall recycling 

rate for 2023 in Oneida and Herkimer Counties is 53%. However, frequent, 

and consistent communication from the Authority is necessary to remind 

residents of recycling guidelines.  

 

To keep residents informed of the Authority’s single stream recycling 

program, dubbed RecycleOne – One and Done, the Authority continued its 

public education campaign throughout 2023. The Authority invested 

resources into direct public education through radio, tv, web and print 

media. The RecycleOne campaign communicates to residents that recycling 

is easier and more convenient than ever. The Authority continues to 

provide informational posters, recycling reminders and RecycleOne bin 

decals to haulers and municipalities to further get the message directly to 

residents. 

  

 
 

BUSINESS RECYCLING PROGRAM

The Authority continues to promote its Business Recycling Program 

which assists businesses, industries, schools, and other commercial 

establishments by providing information on starting and 

maintaining a recycling program as well as decreasing the volume 

of waste produced by businesses.  

Through a waste assessment/audit, the Authority evaluates current 

solid waste and recycling practices; identifies waste generation 

points; assesses individual workspaces and waste produced to 

document participation and compliance rates; and determines potential opportunities for increasing 

recyclable material recovery. This service is provided free of charge. As part of the Business Recycling 

Program, the Authority also offers a voluntary RecycleOne Business Certification program which 

recognizes businesses and industries for taking steps to reduce solid waste, increase recycling and 

save energy.  
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In 2023, the Authority recertified Munson (formerly Munson -Williams-Proctor Arts Institute) as a part 

of their rebranding. Munson was first RecycleOne Certified in 2016 for their efforts in developing a 

recycling program for events and activities, forming a Green Team and Environmental Club and 

upgrading to Energy Star qualified. As a part of the 2023 recertification, recommendations were made 

for both Munson’s museum and School of Art including waste and recycling bin placements, reuse and 

recycling of scrap art supplies, providing sufficient waste and recycling information in residence halls, 

delivery of cafeteria food scraps to the Authority’s Food2Energy Facility and streamlining waste and 

recycling collection by maintenance staff.  

 

 

 

2023 RECYCLING CHAMPION  

The Authority annually recognizes an 

individual, institution or local business that 

has taken initiatives to reduce their solid 

waste stream through recycling and proper 

disposal. The Camden Central School 

District was the recipient of the Authority’s 

2023 Recycling Champion Award. The 

Camden Central School District was 

selected for the 2023 Recycling Champion 

award because of its involvement and usage 

of the Authority’s school recycling program 

and its resources including recycling boxes 

and posters, presentations and assemblies about recycling and tours of the Recycling Center. In 

addition, the Camden High School Science Club met with the Authority to brainstorm ways in which 

students can become even more engaged with recycling and waste reduction. Camden Middle School’s 

Assistant Principal was present at the December Board Meeting to accept the award.  
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GREEN WASTE COMPOSTING FACILITY         

The Authority’s Green Waste Composting 

Facility is in its 30 th year of operation. 

This regional facility serves area 

residents, municipalities, private haulers, 

businesses, institutions and landscapers. 

About two-thirds of the population of 

Oneida and Herkimer Counties utilize this 

site. Composting organic material is just 

as important as recycling paper, plastic 

metal and glass, all of which help reduce our reliance on landfills. In 2023, the facility received over 

10,450 tons of green waste (grass, leaves, brush, 

etc.). 

 

At the Green Waste Composting Facility, green 

waste is ground, placed in windrows and turned as 

needed to facilitate natural decomposition, all in 

compliance with New York State regulatory 

requirements. The end-product of these efforts is 

compost.  
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AUTHORITY COMPOST CERTIFIED BY THE U.S. COMPOSTING COUNCIL 

The Authority has produced and marketed 

over 132,485 yards of high-quality bulk 

municipal yard waste compost since 1997. In 

September 2013, the Authority’s compost was 

certified by the U.S. Composting Council 

under its Seal of Testing Assurance Program 

(USCC STA), which is the leading compost 

testing labeling program in the country. USCC 

STA certification supports and documents that 

all Oneida-Herkimer Solid Waste Authority 

compost has been rigorously tested by third party laboratories to ensure that it meets all state and 

federal environmental requirements.  

The compost testing requirements include chemical, physical, and biological compost tests. It also 

includes EPA testing for health and safety standards (pathogens and metals). The USCC STA 

certification allows the Authority’s compost to be utilized in large volumes for grass seeding and turf 

maintenance by professional users such as the New York State Department of Transportation, New 

York State Thruway, landscape architects, landscapers, soil suppliers and others.  

The Authority’s finished compost is made entirely from processed brush, leaves and grass clippings, 

fully cured and screened to one-half inch. Through this certification, the Authority can promise that 

residents and businesses are purchasing consistent, high -quality compost that is guaranteed to 

provide maximum benefits.  

Authority yard waste compost is available in bulk or convenient 1.2 cubic feet bags that can be 

purchased at both EcoDrop facilities and landscape supply centers throughout the two -county area. To 

date, more than 232,625 bags of compost have been sold.  

COMPOSTING BEER HOPS 

The FX Matt Brewing Company of Utica completed a “Green” project in 

2014 to reduce the amount of material being sent to the landfill for 

disposal.  FX Matt installed a bio digester that processes the brewery's 

wastewater to produce methane gas that will in turn power a generator to 

provide up to 50% of the electrical needs of the brewery.  The brewery wastewater contains large 

amounts of compostable hops and grain from the production of beer.  

After the wastewater passes through the bio digester, the remaining hops and grain material is de -

watered and delivered to the Authority’s Green Waste Composting Facility for composting.  
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The hops and grain material are mixed with wood chips and non -cured compost and placed in a 

separate compost windrow for decomposition.  The hops and grain compost is kept separate from the 

municipal yard waste compost and utilized for special compost projects.  

The Authority began composting spent hops and grain from Saranac in 2014. In 2023, over 23 tons of 

spent hops and grain material was delivered to the Authority for composting.  

WOOD PALLETS 

To assist local industries, clean wood pallets are 

accepted at the Authority’s Green Waste 

Composting Facility at a reduced fee. Pallets are 

ground into chips and shipped to market for use as 

animal bedding.  

 

In 2023, more than 1,150 tons of pallets were 

processed at the site.  

 

BRUSH PROCESSING FACILITY/LAND CLEARING DEBRIS FACILITY 

To better serve the residents of western 

Oneida County, the Authority operates a 

State-Registered Compost/Brush Processing 

Facility adjacent to the Western Transfer 

Station in Rome. In 2023, 662 tons of green 

waste were delivered to the site.  

Stumps, oversized tree limbs, root balls and 

compost tailings are disposed of at the 

Authority’s Registered Land Clearing Debris Facility located in Rome. This facility received 24 tons in 

2023. The Authority also operates a Land Clearing Debris Facility in Utica. In 2023, that facility 

received over 1,166 tons of material.  
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SOURCE-SEPARATED ORGANICS PROCESSING (FOOD2ENERGY) FACILITY     

It is a goal of the Authority to be proactive in terms of diverting waste and preserving this region we 

call home. Food2Energy is an example of that. In 2023, the Authority’s Food2Energy facility completed 

its fourth full year of operation. With Food2Energy, we are able to divert food waste, which is 

approximately 22% of the waste stream, from the Regional Landfill. In 2023, the facility accepted and 

processed 5,680 tons of source-separated organic waste. 

SSO FEASIBILITY STUDY AND PROGRAM HISTORY 

The Authority has continually evaluated options for organics diversion to find a practical and 

economical solution to integrate into its existing solid waste management system. Examples of source -

separated organic (SSO) waste includes grocery store bakery and produce waste, institutional 

cafeteria and restaurant waste, and food production waste.  

In 2016, engineering consultants, Barton & Loguidice (B&L), were tasked to conduct a source -

separated organics feasibility study. This project is consistent with the Authority’s Local Solid Waste 

Management Plan (LSWMP). The LSWMP calls for continued investigation of organics collection and 

outlets for diverted food waste. The project is also consistent with the New York State Solid Waste 

Management Plan, Beyond Waste, which identifies anaerobic digestion as an available technology for 

organics management with the added benefit of more efficient biogas production than landfills and 

the greater potential for energy recovery.  

THE FOOD2ENERGY FACILITY AND PROGRAM IS AN ACHIEVEMENT IN WASTE MANAGEMENT AND ENERGY PRODUCTION, 
AS WELL AS AN EXAMPLE OF A SUCCESSFUL PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN LOCAL GOVERNMENTS AND AGENCIES.   
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The study looked at the feasibility of processing the food waste and 

diverting it to the anaerobic digesters that the Oneida County 

Sewer District (OCSD) planned to install at the Oneida County 

Water Pollution Control Plant (WPCP) on Leland Ave. The feasibility 

study also assessed the quantity of available organics, the type and 

sizing of the collection and processing equipment, including any 

upgrades to the Authority’s Eastern Transfer Station, and any 

potential issues for collection and processing.  

B&L determined that the separate collection and processing of commercial organics as a feedstock for 

the OCSD anaerobic digesters would be feasible, given the information that is currently available. On 

May 15, 2017, the Authority Board authorized issuance of a Request For Proposals (RFP) under 120 -w 

of the General Municipal Law for entering into an agreement for the Source Separated Organics 

Processing Facility (SSOPF). A Draft RFP for design, construction and installation of an SSOPF adjacent 

to the Authority’s Eastern Transfer Station in Utica was released on May 17, 2017. One joint proposal 

from RRT Design and Construction (RRT) and the Authority’s consulting engineer, B&L was received. 

An extensive evaluation of RRT’s proposal, including meeting with the respondent and contracting 

references, was conducted by Authority staff. RRT has experience building and designing SSOPFs and 

also constructed the Authority’s single stream processing facility. Based upon this evaluation, the 

Authority entered into an agreement with RRT for the design, procurement, and installation of the 

SSOPF. 

RRT substantially completed construction of the $3.4 million facility in June 2019. The OCSD also 

completed construction of anaerobic digesters directly adjacent to the Authority’s Eastern Transfer 

Station in 2019. The facility has been 

operational and is accepting organic  waste from 

large generators, as well as voluntary disposal 

from smaller generators and residents.  

The Authority’s new organics diversion 

program, “Food2Energy”, allows participants to 

deliver bagged and packaged source separated 

organics to the Authority’s processing facility 

where packaging is separated from organic 

waste (food scraps). The recovered organic 

waste is turned into a slurry mixture and is discharged at the OCSD’s anaerobic digesters at the WPCP. 

The organic slurry used in the anaerobic digesters will help to produce enough energy to provide up to 

50% of OCSD’s power needs.  
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The Food2Energy program provides an economic incentive for large generators to participate in the 

program through a reduced tipping fee of $40/ton for organics, in comparison to the 202 3 $60/ton 

tipping fee for municipal solid waste in Oneida and Herkimer Counties.  

FOOD2ENERGY PROGRAM ASSISTANCE 

The Authority assists with the Food2Energy program implementation and offers a variety of helpful 

resources to large waste generators and businesses interested in joining the effort. Approximately ten 

large food processors, grocery stores, and manufacturers consistently participate in the program. 

Additionally, pilot programs have been conducted at all five colleges in the Oneida -Herkimer region, 

with one college adopting the program permanently. Over 100 residents regularly take advantage of 

the Authority’s Food2Energy drop-off location at the Utica EcoDrop.  

 

The following local businesses participated in the Food2Energy program in 2023:  

• ARC Herkimer 

• Casa Imports 

• Chobani 

• Compassion Coalition, Inc.  

• Dino’s Sausage Meat Co., Inc.  

• Food Bank of CNY 

• Hamilton College 

• HP Hood 

• McCraith Beverages

 

Natural Upcycling, Northstar Recycling, Agri -Cycle Energy, Casella Waste Systems, TKM Transport, CNY 

Green Bucket Project and Bliss Environmental Services hauled food waste to the Authority’s 

Food2Energy Facility in 2023.  

In addition to the economic and environmental benefits, Food2Energy provides our region with the 

infrastructure to be ahead of the curve when it comes to an organics mandate. In April 2019, New 

York State passed legislation requiring large generators of organic waste (producing at least two tons 

per week) to divert the material from regional landfills through waste reduction, donation, or delivery 

to a certified anaerobic digestion or composting facility (if such facilities are within 25 miles of the 

generator). The new mandate went into effect on January 1, 2022.  
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UTICA AND ROME ECODROP FACILITIES 

 

 

In order to provide as many environmentally sound recycling and disposal options for residents of 

Oneida and Herkimer Counties, the Authority has two EcoDrop facilities located at its locations in 

Utica and Rome. The EcoDrop facilities are open six days a week, Monday through Saturday. These 

facilities were designed to work jointly with a wide range of public and private waste collection 

systems by providing convenient disposal options for special or one -time waste, while also providing 

an option for residents who may not be able to subscribe to a specific collection system.  
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EcoDrop brochures are available at all Authority facilities and are also distributed at the public events 

that the Authority participates in.  
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HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE FACILITY        

The Oneida-Herkimer Household Hazardous Waste Collection (HHW) Facility opened for its 31 st season 

on April 1, 2023 and operated through September 30, 2023. There is no charge for residents to drop 

off HHW. In 2023, 24,723 gallons of household hazardous waste were collected at the Authority’s 

HHW facility and shipped for disposal.  

 

This facility is one of the first permanent facilities in 

the northeast to recycle paint and to accept a full 

range of HHW. This facility serves Oneida and Herkimer 

Counties’ residents and select businesses.  

 

HHW products can be harmful to the environment if improperly disposed into the waste stream. Items 

such as paints, cleaners and fertilizers are accepted at the HHW Facility, allowing residents to properly 

dispose of these hazardous substances. The Authority has a specially designed HHW collection facility 

for receiving, sorting, packaging and storing household hazardous waste material.  

In May 2022, the Authority began working with PaintCare 

under New York State’s postconsumer paint collection 

program. PaintCare is a program of the American Coatings 

Association (ACA), a membership-based trade association 

of the paint manufacturing industry. Working through the 

Paint Producer Stewardship Initiative (PPSI) facilitated by 

the Product Stewardship Institute (PSI), the ACA supported the passage of the nation’s first paint 

stewardship law. 35,370 gallons of paint were recycling in 2023 through this partnership.  

 

To further accommodate the volume of residential 

HHW, in 2018 the Authority designed, procured, and 

installed an HHW storage building at the Utica 

EcoDrop. Like the existing storage sheds, the storage 

building was engineered to collect hazardous, 

flammable and potentially dangerous substances 

delivered to the Utica EcoDrop by residents. By 

effectively doubling the previous storage capacity, 

this structure allows the Authority to serve 

residents’ disposal needs safely and securely.  
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SERVICES FOR SELECT BUSINESSES 
 

Conditionally exempt small quantity generators (CESQG) and universal waste generators are allowed 

to drop-off waste after obtaining approval from the Authority.  

In 2023, 75 CESQGs and universal waste generators took advantage of this program, resulting in 

substantial savings for these generators. Under this program, small businesses are charged a fee for 

disposal costs. 

ELECTRONIC WASTE DROP-OFF 

The program allows residents, institutions and businesses to 

deliver computer and electronic equipment to the Authority 

for recycling and proper disposal. The Authority accepts 

electronics (E-waste) from businesses, individuals and other 

generators year-round. After the Authority accepts E-waste, 

it is sent to a registered electronics dismantler that 

separates the electronics into various raw materials such as 

plastic, glass, steel, copper, lead, gold and aluminum for 

recycling or reuse. These materials are used as feedstock in 

the manufacturing of new products.  

In 2023, 272 tons of computers and electronic equipment were accepted for recycling and proper 

disposal, including computers, monitors, CPUs, keyboards, computer components, televisions, video 

equipment, CD/DVD players, desktop copiers, fax machines, microwaves, electronic games, printers, 

toner cartridges, cellular phones, battery chargers, calculators, answering machines and other 

electronics. It is estimated that over 50,000 individual items were recycled.  

 

Residents can bring computers and electronic equipment 

year-round for recycling at no charge. Businesses are 

required to set up an appointment with the Authority prior 

to delivery and may be charged for costs associated with 

recycling. 

 

The program also manages material such as lead solder, 

silver, mercury switches, batteries and other components 

present in almost all electronics. Through the program, 

these materials are properly processed to recover not only 

heavy metals, but high value material, such as gold and 

silver along with more common metals and plastics.  
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FLUORESCENT LIGHT BULB DROP-OFF 

Fluorescent light bulbs, including compact fluorescent bulbs (CFLs) contain mercury and should be 

disposed of in an environmentally safe manner. To assist residents with proper and safe disposal of 

bulbs containing mercury, the Authority expanded the CFL drop -off capability for residents. Over 15 

tons of light bulbs were collected in 2023.  

In addition to the Authority’s Household Hazardous Waste Facility, residents may also bring CFLs to 

Jay-K Lumber (New Hartford), the Town of Marcy Offices, Sherrill DPW, City of Little Falls DPW, Ace 

Hardware (Rome) and the Boonville Municipal Commission.  
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AUTHORITY TRANSFER STATIONS          

The Authority owns and operates two transfer stations, the Eastern Transfer Station in Utica and the 

Western Transfer Station in Rome. These facilities receive municipal solid waste, 

industrial/commercial waste, and construction and demolition debris from Oneida and Herkimer 

Counties only. The transfer stations provide the means to efficiently receive, inspect, and aggregate 

waste for transport to the Authority’s Regional Landfill.   

Inspection at the transfer stations 

provides a means to ensure the public’s 

exposure to environmental liability is 

controlled. At each transfer station, 

waste is inspected to first ensure that no 

dangerous or hazardous materials are 

received. If they are, actions are taken 

immediately for safe and legal 

disposition. Inspections are also utilized 

to verify compliance with state and local 

recycling laws.  

To ensure compliance with regulations, all industries are inventoried, and special waste is profiled, 

reviewed and approved prior to disposal. Authority staff visits manufacturers in Oneida and Herkimer 

Counties on a continuous basis to provide free assistance to these businesses regarding recycling, 

reduction and solid waste disposal.  

Waste from both the Eastern and Western Transfer Stations is hauled to the Authority’s Regional 

Landfill by the contracted hauler, Fred Burrows Trucking and Excavating, LLC of Whitesboro.  

Following a competitive 120-w bidding process, the Authority again awarded a five -year contract, 

commencing October 24, 2021, to Fred Burrows Trucking and Excavating, LLC for the transportation of 

waste from the transfer stations in Utica and Rome to the Regional Landfill. Fred Burrows Trucking 

was awarded the three previous five-year contracts. The Authority received a total of four proposals – 

Fred Burrows Trucking and Excavating, LLC; T.J. Allen Bulk Services, LLC of Westmoreland; CWSI of 

Utica; and Colucci Trucking of Rome. Fred Burrows Trucking and Excavating (Burrows) offered the 

lowest total cost to the Authority, using designated routes and required equipment over the contract 

period.  

 

 



ONEIDA-HERKIMER SOLID WASTE AUTHORITY 2023 ANNUAL REPORT 

Printed on Recycled Paper  Page 33 

 

TRANSFER STATION DISPOSAL DATA 

The Authority’s transfer stations receive waste from individual collection trucks. At the transfer 

stations, waste is loaded in Burrows’ high -capacity walking floor transfer trailers for transport to the 

landfill. There is ample equipment so that peak traffic times can be avoided and there are no 

shortfalls during high waste generation periods. A fleet of about 40 trailers is committed to the task of 

transporting this waste. The Authority continues to provide a GPS system for each of the contractor’s 

tractors, to allow for real time tracking/compliance, speed and fuel use.  

 

 

TOWN OF WEBB TRANSFER STATION 

The Authority designed and constructed a 

transfer station in the Town of Webb. The Webb 

Transfer Station is designed to process 

approximately 2,500 tons per year of municipal 

solid waste and recyclables. 

The Town operates the facility and transports the 

collected materials. The facility, which opened in 

June 1994, provides solid waste services for the 

northern portion of Herkimer County.   

Waste from the facility is transferred by the Town to the Authority’s Regional Landfill for disposal. The 

Town’s recyclables are delivered to the Authority’s Recycling Center. Bulk metals are marketed to 

local scrap metal dealers. In 2023, the Town of Webb Transfer Station delivered 2,332 tons of 

municipal solid waste to the Regional Landfill and 534 tons of recyclables to the Recycling Center.  
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ONEIDA-HERKIMER REGIONAL LANDFILL         

 

 

The Authority operates the newest landfill in New York State, the Oneida-Herkimer Regional Landfill, 

which serves a combined population of approximately 29 2,000. Initial construction of the landfill was 

phased over three years with multiple contracts being awarded following competitive bidding. 

Construction was completed in 2006.  

The Regional Landfill opened on October 24, 2006. The landfill is permitted to accept only non -

hazardous waste generated within Oneida and Herkimer Counties. The landfill’s approved design 

capacity is 1,000 tons per day. The landfill permit authorizes development of a total of 19 landfill cells 

covering a 150-acre footprint. Initial Construction included the following work: 

➢ Approximately 23.6 acres of double composite landfill liner  

➢ Leachate manholes and associated piping and accessories  

➢ Two 1.3 million gallon leachate storage tanks and secondary containment liner  

➢ Surface water drainage system 

➢ Sediment control and stormwater detention basins system (25 acres)  

➢ Mitigation wetlands (6.25 acres)  

➢ Access and Perimeter Road completion  

➢ 12,000 sq. ft. maintenance/office building  
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➢ Leachate pump house 

➢ Leachate load-out building 

➢ 9-bay cold storage building 

➢ Fuel island 

➢ Sand barn 

➢ Miscellaneous site work and other related items 

 
Construction included the core of the landfill’s 

design, a multi-layer liner system which is based on 

the latest in engineering technology. Referred to as 

a dual composite liner system, the entire bottom of 

the landfill area is protected by multiple layers of 

clay, composite materials, and synthetic liners (12 in 

all). 

STATE-OF-THE ART LANDFILL LINER SYSTEM 

 

The landfill facility employs the best available engineering systems to protect the environment.  

Additionally, the landfill provides a cost -effective and financially stable means of disposal, 

representing a reduction in disposal costs when compared to exportation of waste.  

The liner system is designed to collect any liquid which comes into contact with waste (leachate) and 

direct that liquid into collection pipes embedded in the liner system which convey the leachate into 

the leachate storage tanks until it is loaded into tanker trucks for treatment at off -site wastewater 

treatment facilities.  
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As a further precaution, monitoring wells placed around the landfill area allow for continuous testing 

of groundwater to ensure no leakage has occurred.  

Authority surveys have shown that landfill air space is being consumed at a rate less than original 

engineer estimates. The lower consumption is a result of higher compaction efficiency than estimated. 

The Authority’s use of Global Positioning Systems (GPS) to aid operation in compaction has 

contributed to higher compaction and more efficient use of landfill space.  

The Authority constructs landfill cells on a regular basis, depending on existing cell usage and fill 

progression projections. The Authority has constructed six cells, and in 2020 started the construction 

of a seventh cell [Cell 4].  Projections for the fill progression at the Landfill were provided to the 

Authority by the Authority’s consulting 

engineers, Barton & Loguidice (B&L). B&L 

completed design for the Cell 4 liner system 

and sealed bids for Cell 4 construction were 

solicited in compliance with General 

Municipal Law. A pre-bid meeting was held 

with prospective bidders and on March 6, 

2020 five bids were received and each was 

evaluated for compliance with the 

specifications for the project. The bid price in 

the total amount of $5,643,000, submitted by 

Kubricky Construction Corp., Queensbury, NY, was determined to be an acceptable low bid. Kubricky 

was awarded the bid and construction began in the spring of 2020. The project was completed in the 

Fall of 2021. 

New York State Regulations and the Permit require that the Regional Landfill be closed in a phased 

manner. The location and construction of the phased closure of the facility were elements of the plans 

prepared and submitted to the NYSDEC during the Authority’s comprehensive landfill siting process, 

which included review of compliance with all the requirements of the New York State Environmental 

Quality Review Act (SEQRA).   

When areas of the landfill are filled to grade and have had sufficient time to allow for settling of 

waste, the areas are closed. Closure involves installing geotextiles and geonets to existing landfill 

cover soil, infilling with an additional capping soil liner and finalizing the site work with topsoil and 

seeding. This process prevents additional stormwater from entering the system and increases the 

collection capability of the landfill gas system .  

In 2020, a 5-acre Phase One Closure was completed along the north side of the Landfill.  
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In the Spring of 2023, Powis Excavating & Contracting began work on Phase 2 Closure. Powis was 

awarded the contract in 2022 after being determined the successful bidder by Barton & Loguidice and 

the Authority. This second phase of the closure system extended along the north side of the landfill. 

Approximately 3 additional acres were capped. As of December 2023, a total of 8 acres have been 

closed. 

 

LANDFILL GAS MANAGEMENT/GAS TO ENERGY PROJECT   

In 2008, the Authority Board of Directors authorized a study 

to determine the most beneficial utilization of collected 

landfill gas. Engineer estimates predicted that in 2011, 

there would be an adequate volume of landfill gas produced 

to begin energy recovery. Initially, it was estimated that one 

generator could be installed which would produce about 1.6 

megawatts of power, or enough to provide about 2,100 

average homes with power.  

Over the next 20 years of operations, the number of 

generator sets is projected to grow to 7 with a total facility power output of 11.2 megawatts, capable 

of powering over 8,500 homes. The heating needs of the landfill facility will also be met.  

The release of methane from landfills is a contributo r to greenhouse gas generation. The Authority’s 

Landfill Gas to Electricity project represents a significant commitment by the Authority to dramatically 

reduce our carbon footprint by capturing methane from our landfill and converting it to green energy. 

This project is a win-win for the environment, the Authority and energy consumers.  
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In 2010, the Authority implemented active 

landfill gas collection and control through the 

use of a blower skid and flare. The active 

landfill gas collection system collects the gas 

through a network of wells and pipes located in 

the landfill cells. This collection system puts the 

landfill under negative pressure pulling gas to 

the generator and flare, thereby avoiding 

emissions to the atmosphere.  

Any excess gas that is not being burned for electricity is flared. The Authority currently utilizes three 

candlestick flares. Two 8-foot flares are run to burn excess gas up to 1200 Standard Cubic Feet per 

Minute (SCFM). In 2020, the Authority installed a 12-foot candlestick flare with three additional 

blowers and can destroy up to 3,000 SCFM of landfill gas.  

In order to beneficially utilize the gas, the Authority entered into a contract (via the NYS 120 -w 

procurement process) with Waste Management Renewable Energy (WMRE) to build and operate a 

landfill gas to electricity facility. The WMRE facility currently features two internal combustion engines 

that are fueled with landfill gas and thereby generate electricity.  

The Municipal Commission of Boonville is also a key participant in this project, primarily through the 

electrical interconnect and transmission infrastructure aspects on the project.  

This project began generating electricity in early 2012 with one engine. The facility expanded in 2013 

with the installation of one additional engine.  

In 2023, two gas well expansion projects were completed. These consisted of installing new gas wells 

as well as re-drilling wells that were underperforming in order to increase the gas system collection 

capabilities. The Regional Landfill’s active gas collection system now consists of 165 vertical wells and 

42 horizontal wells.  

In the future, there will also be substantial excess heat produced in the electricity generation process 

that can be recovered. Heat recovery is often an attractive feature in establishing aquaculture, 

horticultural or agricultural industries.  

 

 

 

 

 



ONEIDA-HERKIMER SOLID WASTE AUTHORITY 2023 ANNUAL REPORT 

Printed on Recycled Paper  Page 39 

 

LANDFILL GAS MANAGEMENT GRANT 

On July 1, 2020, the Authority submitted a Landfill Gas Management Grant application for the period 

of 2010-2014. The grant awarded the Authority for costs associated with collecting and managing gas 

generated at the Regional Landfill. These costs include such items as engineering construction, 

materials and supplies, equipment force accounts and labor force accounts. Total costs for the grant 

period are $2,049,270. The grant award for $1,024,322 was received in January 2022.  

COMMUNITY COMPENSATION PLAN 

The Authority held numerous public hearings at the start of the landfill siting process in 1991 to gain 

input on the idea of providing a community compensation agreement for the community where the 

landfill would be located. Based upon this input, the Authority made a commitment to provide such a 

community compensation agreement. Agreements were subsequently negotiated with the Town of 

Ava and the Town and Village of Boonville, where the landfill is located.  

In 2007, the Authority and Village of Boonville entered into a written agreement in which the 

Authority made a commitment to assist the Village in developing a possible bypass at the Village’s 

option. In June 2015, the Village of Boonville voted against a bypass. In lieu of a bypass, the Authority 

and Village sought to make mutually beneficial modifications to the Agreement to improve 

transportation through the Village at the intersection of State Route 294 and State Route 46. In 

December 2015, the Authority and Village approved an Amendment to the Agreement which provided 

for Authority funding of certain improvements at the intersection. This project allows the public and 

the Authority to more safely utilize the intersection and benefits the Village and the Erwin Library and 

Institute. The Authority and Board of Trustees of the Erwin Library and Institute also entered into an 

Agreement regarding the intersection project. The project included demolition of the former Dollar 

General Store, owned by the Library. This project was completed in 2016.  

In April 2016, the Authority solicited bids, in compliance with General Municipal Law Section 103, for 

the furnishing of all labor and material necessary for the Erwin Library Parking Lot Construction. The 

scope of work included reconstructing the northwest quadrant of the  intersection of State Route 294 

and State Route 46, reconstructing the Erwin Library site parking lot, installation of new drainage 

structures and associate pipes, adjustment of existing drainage structures, concrete sidewalk and curb 

improvements, installation of streetscape elements, installation of a handicap ramp, and overall 

landscape improvements. On May 9, 2016, the contract, in the amount of $254,361.70, was awarded 

to Central Paving, Inc. of Frankfort, NY. Central Paving began construction in July 2016 and the project 

was successfully completed in August 2016.   
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KEY PROVISIONS OF THE TOWN OF AVA AGREEMENT 

➢ Annual payment to the Town of $340,000. 

➢ Continuation of equipment loan and free trash disposal (2 clean -ups) by the Authority to the 

Town valued at $20,000 per year.  

➢ Annual payment of $25,000 toward emergency services.  

➢ Regular reporting by the Authority to the Town on environmental monitoring.  

➢ The payments by the Authority will be made annually and increase over the 25 -year term 

bringing the total value of the agreement to over $9 million.  

➢ As provided under New York State law, and as done for other jurisdictions when the 

Authority owns property, the Authority also makes payments in lieu of taxes to the Town of 

Ava and Oneida County for the real property taxes. The payments by the Authority exceed 

the payments by prior property owners. Therefore, the Town and County have seen no loss 

of tax revenue due to the landfill.  

➢ The Authority also makes annual payments to the Adirondack Central School District.  

 

KEY PROVISIONS OF THE TOWN & VILLAGE OF BOONVILLE AGREEMENTS 

➢ Annual payment by the Authority to the Village of $45,000 and $50,000 to the Town.  

➢ One-time $10,000 contribution for emergency services.  

➢ Authority will provide for transportation of waste and recyclables from the Boonville 

Transfer Station with no disposal charge for the first 600 tons of refuse each year.  

➢ Authority will provide transportation and disposal of wastewater treatment sludge from the 

Village’s wastewater treatment plant.  

➢ The Authority paid for all expenses associated with improving the State Route 294  and State 

Route 46 intersection. This included a parking lot and improvements to the Library and 

Dodge Pratt Northam property. Upon completion of the improvements to the intersection, 

the Authority provided the Village with a one-time payment of $400,000 to be utilized by the 

Village toward additional improvement projects determined by the Village.  

➢ Regular reporting by the Authority to both the Village and the Town on environmental 

monitoring and transportation.  

➢ First option to purchase power from the Authority landfill gas to energy project is granted to 

the Boonville Municipal Power Commission.  
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LAND MANAGEMENT PLAN 

In 2008, the Authority developed a long-term management plan for property owned adjacent to the 

landfill site. The Authority owns over 1,200 acres at the site. A total of 986 acres were acquired for 

use as landfill buffer. The landfill buffer area features a large beaver pond/wetland complex, portions 

of Moose Creek, forested uplands, and high-quality forested wetlands. This area has been put aside 

and preserved by the Authority as a natural area used by an extensive list of wildlife including river 

otters and brook trout and many species of waterfowl and birds of prey, including bald eagles and 

golden eagles. 

One parcel of property acquired for the landfill site contained approximately 66,000 fir and spruce 

seedlings that were planted to be used for Christmas trees and wreath making. Each year, the 

Authority plants over 300 more saplings on its property. A plan was developed to ensure the use of 

sound forestry practices on the property. The plan allows community groups, solicited through a 

public process, to manage the Christmas tree plots and use them for fundraising opportunities. The 

plan also includes working with the County Forester to manage the remaining forested lands. On 

March 20, 2023 the Authority Board passed a resolution for the Boonville Knights of Columbus to 

continue to manage the Christmas trees on the site and use them for an annual fundraiser.  

LEACHATE TREATMENT & DISPOSAL 

The Authority has approval for disposal and treatment of landfill leachate with the City of Rome 

Wastewater Treatment Plant and the Oneida County Water Pollution Control Plant.   In 2023, a total of 

29,802,505 gallons of leachate from the Authority’s Regional Landfill were shipped for treatment.  

 ASH LANDFILL 

Throughout 2023, the Authority continued the routine 

maintenance, monitoring, and testing of the 

Authority’s Ash Landfill (ALF) located on Tannery Road, 

Rome. This landfill was closed and capped in 1997 in 

compliance with NYSDEC Part 360 regulations. The ALF 

is fully lined with both primary and secondary leachate 

collection systems.   

Leachate is pumped to the City of Rome Water 

Pollution Control Facility for treatment. Monitoring 

and testing of the ALF are performed as part of the 30-

year post-closure requirements of the NYSDEC approved Closure and Environmental Monitoring Plan. 

This landfill has a fully funded reserve that will cover the post -closure costs for a 30-year period. 
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SOLAR ARRAY SYSTEM           
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Beginning in 2014, the Authority entered into a solar power purchase agreement with SolarCity 

Corporation [Tesla] of San Mateo, CA. The Agreement authorized construction of a ground -mounted 

solar array system on roughly 8 acres of Authority property adjacent to the Authority’s Western 

Transfer Station in Rome, NY. Construction was completed in 2016 and the system began operating in 

July 2017.  

The array will generate approximately 1.1 megawatts annually of renewable energy. This is 

enough energy to offset the Authority’s combined electricity needs at its Rome and Utica 

facilities, including the Authority’s single stream Recycling Center.  

In 2023, 1,203,051 kWh of power was generated. To date, the solar array has produced enough 

renewable energy to power 1,023 homes. 
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AUTHORITY WEBSITE 

For comprehensive information on the Oneida -Herkimer Solid Waste Authority, we invite you to visit 

our website at: WWW.OHSWA.ORG. 

The Authority’s website provides accurate and up to date information about all Authority 

facilities, including its Recycling Center, Transfer Stations, Green Waste Composting Facility, 

Source Separated Organics Processing Facility, Solar Panel Array, Regional Landfill and the Utica 

and Rome EcoDrops.  

 

The website was designed to help users access recycling and solid waste information in a quick and 

efficient manner. It highlights the Authority’s curbside and drop -off recycling services, as well as its 

special programs. 

• HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE DISPOSAL 

• RECYCLEONE BUSINESS CERTIFICATION 

• SCHOOL RECYCLING & ‘GREEN TEAMS’ 

• ELECTRONICS RECYCLING 

• COMPOSTING 

• FOOD2ENERGY  

The website offers its “Am I Recyclable” and “Find a Hauler” tools and special announcements directly 

on its homepage. With the user-friendly layout, resources such as Authority brochures, municipal 

flyers and guidelines and other Authority documents are easily accessible to users.  

http://www.ohswa.org/
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INCLUDED ON OUR WEBSITE 

✓ Comprehensive information about all Authority services and programs.  

✓ Icon system under search tool.  

✓ “Am I Recyclable?” quick finder that highlights the top 12 items that are improperly recycled or 
disposed of and includes a Mobile Web App which can be viewed by visiting 
www.AmIRecyclable.com.  

✓ “How Do I Recycle or Dispose of” search tool that allows users to type in hundreds of items to 
learn how to properly recycle or dispose of a particular item.  

✓ “Find a Hauler” tool that allows residents in Oneida and Herkimer Counties to type in their zip 
code to view a list of waste haulers that service their location.  

✓ User-friendly set-up with categorized information valuable to residents, businesses, haulers and 
schools. 

✓ Online invoice payment service.  

✓ Video series, including FAQ videos available for viewing.  

✓ Mobile-friendly format allows optimal user experience from multiple devices (i.e., smart phones, 
tablets, laptops, desktops). 

✓ Timely information highlighted under “News”.  

✓ Website users can “Contact Us” with questions via an electronic submission. 

✓ Pop-up to subscribe to E-Newsletter. 

✓ “Employment Opportunities” page showing current open positions with the Authority . 
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AUTHORITY SOCIAL MEDIA           

In 2023, the Authority continued posting on Facebook and 

Instagram and also started a LinkedIn account to reach 

more local businesses, professionals and students. LinkedIn 

can also be used to stay current on new and up and coming 

initiatives and programs in the solid waste industry.  

Authority staff started using Loomly, which is a platform 

where social media posts can be created and scheduled for 

posting on each social media platform. Throughout 2023, 

this helped keep social media campaigns more consistent 

and therefore more effective. Topics covered in 2023 

included: 

• Household Hazardous Waste drop off  

• International Compost Awareness Week 

• Disposal of common summertime items 

• Reducing the use of single use items  

• Recycling tips for businesses 

• Food waste reduction 

• Wrapping paper and Christmas tree disposal  

Authority staff used the “live” feature on Facebook to live 

stream events and share information in a different format. 

When watching a Facebook Live, viewers can ask questions 

and get answers in real-time. Comments and shares of our 

posts on social media are encouraged, and Authority staff 

responds to all comments and messages on its social media 

platforms. 

Social media has proven to be a beneficial method of 

sharing information on solid waste and recycling, and the 

Authority will continue to use social media to connect with 

businesses, residents and others in the Oneida -Herkimer 

County area. 
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AMIRECYCLABLE? CAMPAIGN          

In 2023, the Authority continued its educational campaign and mobile web app, “Am I Recyclable?.” The 

goal of the campaign is to target contamination in the recycling stream. Through social media 

marketing, the campaign helps educate and encourage audiences to engage in the recycling 

conversation. 

The “Am I Recyclable?” tool is a Mobile Web App which is a scaled down version of the “How Do I 

Recycle or Dispose Of” search tool on the ohswa.org website. This mobile web app includes a “Quick 

Finder” which highlights the top 12 items (batteries, clothing, electronics, garden hoses, medical 

waste, paint cans, plastic bags, plastic, propane, scrap metal, string lights and Styrofoam) that are 

improperly recycled or disposed. The mobile web app can be viewed by visiting 

www.AmIRecyclable.com.  

 

  

http://www.amirecyclable.com/
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AUTHORITY NEWSLETTER           

In March of 2019, as part of the 

Authority’s recycling education and 

outreach efforts, the Authority launched 

a newsletter through Constant Contact. 

This newsletter focuses on providing 

accurate and helpful recycling 

information to subscribers, as well as 

reporting on Authority news and events. 

In 2023, newsletter topics included 

guidance on disposing of plastic bags, 

Food2Energy and Earth Day.  

 

The newsletter gives readers quick, easy to understand answers to common recycling questions. 

Subscribers can reply to the newsletter to ask additional questions or seek clarification on proper 

disposal of items. This provides a convenient way for readers to engage with the Authority. The 

newsletter frequently directs people to the Authority’s website, social media and the “ Am I Recyclable?” 

search tool, increasing website traffic and views of the information available on Facebook and 

Instagram Newsletters are periodically shared on social media, giving social media followers the 

opportunity to subscribe to the newsletter as well.  In 2023, a teacher’s newsletter was created to 

share recycling education resources and activities and to announce Authority School Recycling 

Challenges. 
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AUTHORITY PRESENTATIONS AND TOURS  

 

Authority staff maintains a strong commitment of outreach to 

the public through presentations on a wide range of Authority 

activities and issues, including information on waste reduction, 

reuse of materials, recycling, landfill operations, backyard 

composting, anaerobic digestion/food waste diversion, sludge 

management and services provided at Authority facilities.  

 

In 2023, Authority staff provided presentations to groups within the community including but not 

limited to ASM International, residents of Nathan Galinski Apartments in Herkimer, Westernville 

Library visitors, and Frankfort Girl Scout members. In addition, presentations were given to employees 

of ConMed, Indium and Utica National Insurance Group.  

 

In 2023, the Authority provided presentations and tours of the 

recycling center to over 30 different educational institutions 

including elementary, middle and high schools, BOCES Programs, 

ARC Programs, MVCC Lab Classes, Hamilton College Students and 

the New York State School for the Deaf.  

Presentations and tours of the recycling center  are available by contacting the Authority office at 

(315) 733-1224 or WWW.OHSWA.ORG. 

GO GREEN SCHOOL RECYCLING PROGRAM 

The Authority continues its efforts to improve 

recycling in schools throughout our region and is 

dedicated to working with the schools in Oneida 

and Herkimer Counties to develop, support and 

maintain recycling programs in each school 

through a “Go Green” initiative. 

 

The Go Green School Recycling Program 

provides educational tools, resources, 

promotional materials, technical information, 

recommendations, program training and waste 

evaluations to the schools.  

 

http://www.ohswa.org/
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In addition to the Green Team section of the Authority’s website, a School Recycling 

Program Guide assists teachers and educates students on the value and long -term 

benefits of recycling, conservation and environmental stewardship. The Authority 

offers free promotional posters, banners, decals, Green Team badges and recycling 

containers to local schools.  

 

SCHOOL FOOD WASTE COMPOSTING PROGRAM 

The Authority’s Go Green School Recycling Program is committed to taking recycling to the next level. 

In combination with our overall school recycling program, the Authority designed a food/green waste 

composting program for the schools of Oneida and Herkimer Counties. In doing so, the Authority is 

prepared to aid and facilitate local schools with composting initiatives.  

The Authority has assisted the following schools/facilities in developing and facilitating a plan for 

separation and removal of food waste in their cafeteria : 
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SCHOOL RECYCLING CHALLENGES 

The Authority held two school recycling challenges in the Spring and Fall of 2023. The goal of these 

challenges is to get students engaged with recycling in more creative ways and to build a sense of 

teamwork to show that recycling is 

something that everyone can do!  

The Spring challenge was a brand new 

Decorate-A-Bin competition, in which 

classrooms or groups of students could 

choose one of the Authority’s small or 

large cardboard recycling boxes to 

decorate with recyclable items and send in 

photos for judging by the Authority’s staff 

members. Submissions were voted on in 

three categories: elementary, middle and 

high school and the winners received an 

ice cream sundae party courtesy of 

Stewart’s Shops. 16 entries were received.  

The Authority’s Fall school recycling challenge was the Trash 

Can Film Festival. Students were tasked with creating a 60 -

second video on the importance of recycling. Submissions were 

received on the Authority’s website and first, second and third 

place winners were selected by the Authority’s staff members in 

three categories: elementary, middle and high school. Winners 

received $250, $100 or $50 Amazon Gift Card, respectively. 

Winners were also awarded with a “Red Carpet” event, where 

they were given the chance to walk an actual red carpet and show off their video to their peers and 

families. “Red Carpet” events were held either at the winners’ school or the recycling center.  
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GREEN HALLOWEEN COSTUME CONTEST 

In October 2023, the Authority held its fifth annual 

Green Halloween Costume Contest to encourage 

residents to be environmentally conscious on 

Halloween. The contest was open to all children that 

reside in Oneida or Herkimer County. The initiative 

focuses on reuse and recycling to divert waste from 

the Regional Landfill. The Authority received 17 

entries to the contest. Authority staff voted on first, 

second and third place winners, with first place 

receiving a $200 Amazon gift card, second place 

receiving a $100 Amazon gift card and third place 

receiving an Authority Swag Bag.  

AUTHORITY EVENTS            

In 2023, the Authority hosted three events at its Utica 

location. On Saturday April 22, the Authority hosted a 

recycling event for Earth Day that included confidential 

paper shredding through ConfiData and unused medication 

and pharmaceutical collection by the DEC. EcoDrop and 

Household Hazardous Waste items were accepted as well, 

and Authority staff offered tours of the recycling center. 

Cornell Cooperative Extension and the Utica Zoomobile also 

attended to share information about their programs. A 

similar event was held on Saturday September 16 th in 

conjunction with Senator Joe Griffo. In total, these events 

collected 13 tons of paper for shredding, 560 pounds of 

pharmaceuticals for disposal and 13 tons of electronics for 

recycling. 

On Saturday May 6 th, 2023, Authority staff and the Oneida County Cornell 

Cooperative Extension partnered for a composting workshop in recognition of 

International Compost Awareness Week. A volunteer Master Gardener provided a 

presentation on composting, and attendees were given a tour of the Authority’s 

Green Waste Composting Facility.  The Authority will continue to host events for 

the community at its facilities to increase awareness of its programs and continue 

its mission of providing solid waste resources to the community.  
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COMMUNITY EVENTS            

Authority staff annually assists with recycling at local events, including the Utica Zoo Party for the 

Planet, 4-H Conservation Education Days, RCIL Benefits & Wellness Fair, the 46th Boilermaker Road 

Race, the Utica Zoo’s Wildlife Festival, and What the Truck. In addition to tabling at these events, the 

Authority also has metal garbage and recycling bin frames that event organizers can loan out to 

ensure proper waste disposal and recycling at their events. The Authority provided these frames for 

events in 2023 including the Boilermaker, Great American Irish Festival, and The America’s Greatest 

Heart Run and Walk. 
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CITY OF UTICA WASTE AND RECYCLABLES COLLECTION 

Since 1996, the Authority has overseen the solid waste and recyclable collection 

services for the City of Utica, including the sale of "blue bags." Residents in the 

City of Utica utilize a city “blue bag” for all items that cannot be recycled and 

are not considered a bulk item. Each single -family home is allowed to set out a 

maximum of ten City blue bags each week, one cubic yard of trash, one bulk 

item, two car tires and an unlimited quantity of recyclables.  

The Authority has performed these services under an intermunicipal agreement with the City of Utica 

since 1996. In 2022, the City and Authority agreed to extend the agreement, which was due to expire 

on March 31, 2023. The agreement is now set to expire on March 31, 2033.  Under its contract with the 

City of Utica, the Authority issued an RFP for the collection of solid waste and recyclables, including 

bulk waste, white goods, tires, vehicle batteries and electronics, in the City of Utica on January 12, 

2022. Following a competitive bidding process, the Authority awarded a five -year contract, 

commencing April 1, 2023, and continuing through March 31, 2028, to Controlled Waste Systems, Inc. 

(CWSI), Utica. The contract value is $11,869,000 over five years.  

 

The Authority also provides public information and enforces the City Code requirements for solid 

waste. In 2023, the Authority’s solid waste inspectors wrote approximately 15 Notices of Violation for 

solid waste and/or green was that was illegally or improperly set out within the City of Utica.  
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VILLAGES OF DOLGEVILLE, FRANKFORT, HERKIMER, ILION AND MOHAWK     

In 2023, the Authority continued to assist the Villages of Dolgeville, Frankfort, Herkimer, Ilion and 

Mohawk with their waste collection programs.  The Authority and the Villages entered into separate 

agreements for the coordination of solid waste, recyclables, bulk items, electronics and green waste 

collection programs. Collection for these five municipalities is currently subcontracted to a private 

hauler.  

The Authority coordinates the distribution of designated garbage bags to approved retail outlets, and 

the distribution of garbage carts to interested homeowners of each Village. Recycling carts, provided 

by the contracted hauler, aid in the efficiency of recyclables collection throughout the Villages.  

Each Village is managed separately, but similar to the City of Utica system, including separate 

accounting for each municipality.  

REGIONAL DEMOLITION PROGRAM 

The Authority has worked with local governments for over 30 years, recognizing the significant cost of 

demolishing abandoned, dilapidated structures. In 2007, the Authority started a program to help local 

governments with their efforts to clean up these deteriorating structures. For the 15th year, the 

Authority has offered municipalities assistance through its regional demolition program. Under the 

program, the Authority makes available a demolition crew (including equipment) to demolish 

abandoned structures owned by a municipality. The demolition crew is made up of Authority 

employees. The program is limited to the four winter months (December through March) when waste 

volumes are the lowest. The Authority does not charge for the demolition crew or the equipment. 

Costs to the municipality are for the transportation and disposal of the demolition debris which must 

be landfilled.  

The participating municipality is asked to assist with dust suppression as needed, securing and fencing 

site, disconnecting and capping utilities, and completing backfill. In deciding which structures to 

demolish, the Authority considers the condition, location, and coordination of the required 

equipment.  

Since its inception, 19 municipalities have participated, and 30 structures have been demolished 

through this program. 

COMPLIANCE AND ENFORCEMENT          

Authority staff continues to work with local and state law enforcement agencies on illegal dumping, 

burning, burying, scavenging of recyclables, and non -compliance with the mandatory recycling laws.  

Numerous investigations were conducted with letters of enforcement and education written to 

hauling companies and individuals that violated County law.  
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PUBLIC AUTHORITIES REPORTING 

The Oneida-Herkimer Solid Waste Management Authority is a public benefit corporation and is subject 

to the provisions of the Public Authorities Accountability Act (PAAA). The Authority annually complies 

with the PAAA by submitting its Budget Report, Annual Report, Procurement Report, Investment 

Report and Certified Financial Audit to the Authority Budget Office (ABO) and Office of State 

Comptroller (OSC) through the Public Authority Reporting Information System (PARIS), a 

comprehensive on-line reporting system.  

The Oneida-Herkimer Solid Waste Authority prides itself on accountability and transparency. In this 

effort, the Authority holds regular public meetings and has developed a website that is continuously 

updated with information about its operations and financial activities.  For comprehensive 

information on the Oneida-Herkimer Solid Waste Management Authority, we invite you to visit our 

website at: WWW.OHSWA.ORG. 
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The 2023 financial audit continues to reflect the strong operating results of the Authority. The 

Authority has increased its net position by $0.124 million and $6.06 million for the years ended 

December 31, 2023, and 2022, respectively.  This was the result of several factors including:  

 Interest revenue for 2023 was $1,679,750. 

 Overall revenues decreased $1,206,745 or 3.84% in comparison to 2022.  

 

exceeded budgeted tonnage expectations for direct haul special waste, asbestos, source 

separated organics, soil/cover, sludge, municipal solid waste, and C&D material.  

 The Authority earned $1,784,571 in recycling sales during 2023, which was $846,265 less than 

2022. 

 The 2006 Revenue Bond issue is the only remaining debt, which is expected to be paid off in 

April 2026. 

 The Authority sold landfill gas and shared in a Power Purchase Agreement, per its contract 

with Waste Management Renewable Energy, and generated $335,040 in revenue. 

 The Authority sold carbon credits resulting in $821,349 of revenue during 2023.  

 In 2023, the Authority processed recyclables for Fulton, Lewis and Oswego Counties. The 

Authority earned $885,975 in processing fees.  

 Interest expenses decreased by $19,392 from 2022, resulting from scheduled debt principal 

payments. 

 The Authority also funded reserves for landfill equipment in the amount of $800,000 for 2023 

and the extension of the landfill liner in the amount of $1,600,000.  

 The Authority once again fully funded its closure and post -closure funds for the Ash Landfill 

and Regional Landfill.  
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ADMINISTRATIVE  OFFICE 

1600 GENESEE STREET, UTICA, NY  13502 

TELEPHONE: (315) 733-1224 

WEB SITE:  WWW.OHSWA.ORG 
 

EASTERN  TRANSFER STATION & RECYCLING CENTER 

80 LELAND AVENUE EXT., UTICA, NY  13502 

REGIONAL LANDFILL 

7044 STATE ROUTE 294, BOONVILLE, NY  13309 

WESTERN TRANSFER STATION 

575 PERIMETER RD., ROME, NY  13440 

STAFF 

WILLIAM RABBIA, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

JOSHUA OLBRYS, DEPUTY EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

EMILY ALBRIGHT, DIRECTOR OF RECYCLING 

JOSEPH ARTESSA, CPA, COMPTROLLER 

DANIEL BOWMAN, RECYCLING CENTER PLANT MANAGER 

EILEEN BRINCK, RECYCLING COORDINATOR 

JUSTIN FITCH, SUPERINTENDENT OF WASTE COLLECTION 

HAILEY HUTCHINSON, ACCOUNT CLERK 

TINA HUTCHINSON, ACCOUNT CLERK 

 CHRIS LINT, LANDFILL GAS TECHNICIAN 

STEPHEN HOUPPERT, ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE COORDINATOR 

PAT LISANDRELLI, PRINCIPAL ACCOUNTING SUPERVISOR 

JAYNE MORGAN, SENIOR WEIGH SCALE OPERATOR 

ANDREW OPPERMAN, PE, SOLID WASTE ENGINEER 

BETH SCOONES, ACCOUNT CLERK 

RACHEL STIEHL, SENIOR ACCOUNT CLERK/CITY OF UTICA COORDINATOR 

JODI TUTTLE, BOARD SECRETARY/HR COORDINATOR 

 

http://www.ohswa.org/
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